
Call to Order/Pledge 
Roll Call 
Agenda Approval 

MASTODON TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

April 14, 2026 

Previous Board Meeting Minutes (March 10, 2026 and March 24, 2026 Budget Hearing) 
Accounts Payable & Payroll Review 
Treasurer's Report 
Clerk's Report 
Supervisor's Report 
Road Commission Report 
Assessor's Report 
Fire Chiefs Report 
Planning Commission Report - No Meeting 
Zoning Administrator's Report 
Recreational Committee Report 
Village of Alpha Report 
Maintenance Report 

Guest: 

Public Comment Agenda Items: 

Unfinished Business: 
• Renewal Millages Resolutions 

o General Operating 
o Road Maintenance and Improvement 

• Legal Representation Resolution 

New Business: 
• Short Term Rental Discussion and Proposed Resolution 
• Agreement for Law Enforcement Services - UPSET Funding Commitment 

Other Business: 

Public Comments: 

Board Comments: 

Details of Next Meeting: May 12, 2026 

Adjournment: 

Rules of Public Comment: 

Members of the public shall have an opportunity, under Public Comment, to address the board for no more than 3 
minutes on any matter. Members of the public may talk longer with the approval of a majority vote of the Township 
Board. Members of the public shall be recognized in the order in which they entered their name on the provided public 
comment sign in sheets indicating their desire to address the board. Any additional person desiring to address the 
board who did not use the sign in sheets shall be recognized following those who have signed in. 
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Mastodon Township Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 10, 2026 

A regular meeting of the Mastodon Township Board was called to order at 5:30pm by Supervisor Chad Skinner. 

Pledge of Allegiance was said . 

PRESENT BY ROLL CALL: Dave Smith, Mike Bjork, Karen Mallon, Chad Skinner, Stacey Watters. 

Department members present: Dan Kurtz. 
Public in attendance: 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Watters to approve agenda. Support: Smith. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. Motion 
carried . 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Bjork to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2026 Regular Board Meeting. 
Support: Smith. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. Motion carried . 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & PAYROLL REVIEW: Bjork reported to the Board that he reviewed payables for General Fund 
check 32902, and payroll for checks numbers 32892-32902, and direct deposits DD1346-DD1356. Invoices presented for 
approval included invoices 14367-1442 in the amount of $9,984.47. Mallon reported that checks 32903 to 32908 were 
used to reissue uncashed payroll checks in the amount of $426.01. The reissued of checks has no effect on funds . Motion 
by Skinner to approve payables, invoices and payroll as submitted. Support: Watter. Call to vote. All ayes; no nays. 
Motion carried . Mallon requested approval to pay garbage reimbursement requests as they come in for this last period 
of the fiscal yea r without prior Board approval. Request granted. 

REPORTS: 
Treasurer: Written and submitted. Watters reported that 2025 tax season is complete. Settlement work and balancing 
is being completed with the County Treasurer. 
Clerk: Written and submitted. Mallon stated that she has learned that a board representative can be appointed to the 
ZBA. 
Supervisor: Working on policy changes. Will implement suggestions from MTA in Budget Resolution for spending 
approvals for Supervisor and department heads. 
Road Commission Report: Smith reported that he was unable to attend the Road Commission meeting. Smith reported 
that seasonal weight restrictions are in effect. Highway US 2 road work will begin from the bridge to 424. 
Assessor: Written and submitted. 
Fire Chief: Written and submitted. Chief Fleming requested approval to purchase a gas monitor for the Fire Department. 
Motion by Skinner to approve purchase of a gas monitor not to exceed $950.00. Support: Bjork. Call to vote. All ayes. 
No nays. Motion carried. 
Zoning Administrator: Written report submitted . 
Planning Commission: Bjork reported that the Planning Commission has completed an update of the Master Plan . The 
members will do a final review of the Master Plan and will be prepared to present it to the Board of adoption at the May 
meeting. Bjork reported that the Planning Commission will prepare an annual report to be presented to the Board at the 
May Board meeting. The Planning Commission would like Board Approval to use GEi for contract work for the Recreation 
Plan in order to make application for DNR grants for 2026-2027. The Zoning Ordinance is being reviewed . It is 
anticipated that it will be ready for review by the public and local municipalities early summer. There has been no 
applications for open positions on the Planning Commission . 
Recreational Committee: Sherie Cou rchaine presented report to Board . She advised that the committee met on January 
20, 2026 and is looking at projects for 2026 to present budgetary figures to the Board. She has presented information 
regarding Stager Lake Beach improvements and the naming of an Alpha Park. Both of which will be discussed during New 
Business. 
Village of Alpha: No report submitted . It was reported that DTE met with village representatives and residents regarding 
the natural gas expansion to the Village of Alpha . 
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A regular meeting of the Mastodon Township Board was called to order at 5:30pm by Supervisor Chad Skinner. 

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

PRESENT BY ROLL CALL: Dave Smith, Mike Bjork, Karen Mallon, Chad Skinner, Stacey Watters. 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

carried. 
Motion by Watters to approve agenda. Support: Smith, Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Bjork to approve the minutes of the February 10, 
Support: Smith. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. Motion carried. 
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & PAYROLL REVIEW: Bjork reported to the Board that he reviewed payables fr General Fund 
check 32902, and payroll for checks numbers 32892-32902, and direct deposits DD1346-DD1356. Invoices presented for 
approval included invoices 14367-1442 in the amount of $9,984.47. Mallon reported that checks 32903 to 32908 were 
used to reissue uncashed payroll checks in the amount of $426.01. The reissued of checks has no effect on funds. Motion 
by Skinner to approve payables, invoices and payroll as submitted. Support: Watter. Call to vote. All ayes; no nays. 
Motion carried. Mallon requested approval to pay garbage reimbursement requests as they come in for this last period 
of the fiscal year without prior Board approval. Request granted. 

REPORTS: 

Treasurer: Written and submitted. Watters reported that 2025 tax season is complete. Settlement work and balancing 
is being completedwiththe©aunty Treasurer. 
Clerk: Written and submitted. Mallon stated that she has learned that a board representative can be appointed to the 
ZBA. : •2 � 
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Supervisor: Working on policy changes. Will implement suggestions from MTA in Budget Resolution for spending 
approvals for Supervisor and department heads. 
Road Commission Report: Smith reported@hat he was unable to attend the Road Commission meeting. Smith reported 
that seasonal weight restrictions are in effect,_Highway US 2 road work will begin from the bridge to 424. 
Assessor: Written and submitted. 
Fire Chief: Written and submitted. Chief Fleming requested approval to purchase a gas monitor for the Fire Department. 
Motion by Skinner to approve purchase of.agas monitor not to exceed $950.00. Support: Bjork. Call to vote. All ayes. 
No nays. Motion carried. 
Zoning Administrator: Written report submitted. 
Planning Commission: Bjork reported that the Planning Commission has completed an update of the Master Plan. The 
members will do a final review of the Master Plan and will be prepared to present it to the Board of adoption at the May 
meeting. Bjork reported that the Planning Commission will prepare an annual report to be presented to the Board at the 
May Board meeting. The Planning Commission would like Board Approval to use GEi for contract work for the Recreation 
Plan in order to make application for DNR grants for 2026-2027. The Zoning Ordinance is being reviewed. It is 
anticipated that it will be ready for review by the public and local municipalities early summer. There has been no 
applications for open positions on the Planning Commission. 
Recreational Committee: Sherie Courchaine presented report to Board. She advised that the committee met on January 
20, 2026 and is looking at projects for 2026 to present budgetary figures to the Board. She has presented information 
regarding Stager Lake Beach improvements and the naming of an Alpha Park. Both of which will be discussed during New 
Business. 
Village of Alpha: No report submitted. It was reported that DTE met with village representatives and residents regarding 
the natural gas expansion to the Village of Alpha. 



Maintenance: Written and submitted . Kurtz was asked to get quotes for a new dock for Buck Lake Park and have it 
presented at the Budget Hearing on March 24, 2026. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

• Budget Hearing Reminder: The 2026-2027 Budget Hearing will be on Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at 9:00 am. 
• Buck Lake Special Assessment District: Mallon advised the Board that a representative of the Buck Lake Lake 

Association has advised her that property owners are interested in moving forward with a special assessment 
district. Mallon is reviewing materials received and will present a roll to the assessor and supervisor for 
certification . 

NEW BUSINESS: 

• Road Commission Quote - Upper Dam Road: A quote has been received by the Road Commission for gravel 
work on one mile of road on Dam Road. The quote came in at $216,568.00. After discussion, the Board has 
opted to table this work. 

• Township Cleanup Day: Township Cleanup day will be scheduled for June 13, 2026 from 8:00 am until 12:00 pm. 
One dumpster will be provided for general junk and one for tires. 

• Happy Lands, LLC - Retail Marijuana Renewal : Motion by Skinner to approve the renewal for Happy Lands, LLC 
for 2026, contingent upon if ZA is required to inspect. Support: Mallon. Call to vote. All ayes. No nays. Motion 
carried. Mallon will contact ZA for clarification of need to inspect license renewals. 

• Open Position on ZBA: Mallon advised Board she is interested in being the Board Liaison to the ZBA. Motion by 
Skinner to approve Mallon as ZBA Board Liaison. Support: Watters. Call to vote. All ayes. No nays. Motion 
carried. 

Public Comment: None 

Board Comments: None 

Details of Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 14, 2026 

Adjournment: Motion by Bjork to adjourn the meeting at 6:09 pm. Support: Smith. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. 
Motion carried. 

I hereby certify that the minutes contained herein ore the draft minutes of the Morch 10,2026, Regular Boord meeting. Signed herein by the 
Mastodon Township Clerk, Koren Mallon on this the 13th day of Morch 2026. 

/-)\_O-V--r--
____ r _.,......r1--_--1.._ <,_>'-________ ~, Koren Mallon, Clerk 
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Maintenance: Written and submitted. Kurtz was asked to get quotes for a new dock for Buck Lake Park and have it 
presented at the Budget Hearing on March 24, 2026. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
• Budget Hearing Reminder: The 2026-2027 Budget Hearing will be on Tuesday, March 24, 2026 at 9:00 am. 
• Buck Lake Special Assessment District: Mallon advised the Board that a representative of the Buck Lake Lake 

Association has advised her that property owners are interested in moving forward with a special assessment 
district. Mallon is reviewing materials received and will present a roll to the assessor and supervisor for 
certification. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
• Road Commission Quote - Upper Dam Road: A quote has been received by the Road Commission for gravel 

work on one mile of road on Dam Road. The quote came in at $216,568.00. After discussion, the Board has 
opted to table this work. ..-
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• Township Cleanup Day: Township Cleanup day will be scheduled for June 13, 2026 from 8:00 am until 12:00 pm. 
One dumpster will be provided for general junk and one for tires. 

• Happy Lands, LLC - Retail Marijuana Renewal: Motion by Skinner to approve the renewal for Happy Lands, LLC 
for 2026, contingent upon if ZA is required to inspect. Support: Mallon. Call to vote. All ayes. No nays. Motion 
carried. Mallon will contact ZA for clarification of need to inspect license renewals. 

• Open Position on ZBA: Mallon advised Board she • • ested in being the Board Liaison to the ZBA. Motion by 

� Skinner to approve Mallon as ZBA Board Liaison. Sur** � Watters. Call to vote. All ayes. No nays. Motion 
carr;ed. f-,;,V · {,�i, 

cc:. 1-
Details of Next Meeting: Tuesday, April14, 2026 � � •� � 

.- - ii. *e* 
Adjournment:MotionbyBjorkl@adjourn the meeting at 6:09 pm. Support: Smith. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. 

� Motion carried. � � � 

I hereby certify that the minutes contained hereln are the draft minutes of the March 10,2026, Regular Board meeting. Signed herein by the 
Mastodon Township Clerk, Karen Mallon on this the 13 day of March 2026. 



Mastodon Township 
Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget Hearing Minutes 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 

A Budget Hearing meeting of the Mastodon Township Board was called to order at 9:00am by Supervisor Chad Skinner. 

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

PRESENT BY ROLL CALL: Dave Smith, Mike Bjork, Karen Mallon, Chad Skinner, Stacey Watters. 

DEPARTMENT MEMBERS PRESENT: Dan Kurtz, Andy Fleming 
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE: None 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Bjork to approve agenda. Support: Watt.er:s. CaU to vote: All ayes; no nays. Motion 
carried. 

The budget has been recorded. The recording will remain in the Clerk's office for a period of 45 days. The recording is 
available to any member of the public who so wishes to listen and review the meeting. 

BUSINESS: 
The Board was presented with the proposed 2026-2027 budget by Skinner. Bjork discussed township fund reserves and 
stressed the importance that the Board maintains a SO~ fund reserve. Smith remin_ded Board members of the fiduciary 
responsibility the Board has to the taxpayers of Mastodon Township. 

Salary Discussion: A proposed wage increase oy <;Jepl tment was presen·t;a to·the Board for review and consideration . 
The changes in wages that were approved will be adopted wit,6 th.e FY2026:2021 Budget. The following changes were 
made after Board consideration: 

Office 
Trustee - Per Meeting 
Enforcement Officer - Annual 
Deputy Cler,k - Hourly 
Deputy Treasurer - Hourly 
Buildings/Grounds/Maintenance Hourly 
Board of Review (Meetings & Training) 
Election Chair - Hourly,_ 
Election Inspectors..., Hourly 
Planning Commission - Chair:-Per Meeting __ 
Planning Commission - Secretary Per Meeting 
Zoning Board of Appeals - Chc1ft Per Meeting 
Zoning Board of Appeals - Secretary Per Meeting 
Recreation Committee Members Per/ Meeting 
Fire Department Cadets - Hourly 

Current Rat • 
$75.00 
N/A 
$15.00 
$15.00 
$20/$24/$27 
$15.00/hour 
$15 .00 
$15 .00 
$75.00 
$75.00 
$75.00 
$75.00 
$0.00 
$12.50 

New~ate 
$1.25.00 
$1200.00 
$17.50 
$17.50 
$30.00 
$75 ½ Day; $125 Full Day 
$20.00 
$17.50 
$125.00 
$100.00 
$125.00 
$100.00 
$25.00 
$15.00 

Township Reserves: The balances in Township savings accounts will be considered in the approval of the FY2026-2027 
budget where project requests have been made. The Township Board will consider cost of project and available and 
estimated funding. 
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Tuesday, March 24, 2026 

A Budget Hearing meeting of the Mastodon Township Board was called to order at 9:00am by Supervisor Chad Skinner. 

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

PRESENT BY ROLL CALL: Dave Smith, Mike Bjork, Karen Mallon, Chad Skinner, Stacey Watters. 

DEPARTMENT MEMBERS PRESENT: Dan Kurtz, Andy Fleming 
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE: None 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Bjork to approve agenda. Support: Watt.er:s. CaU to vote: All ayes; no nays. Motion 
carried. 

The budget has been recorded. The recording will remain in the Clerk's office for a period of 45 days. The recording is 
available to any member of the public who so wishes to listen and review the meeting. 

BUSINESS: 
The Board was presented with the proposed 2026-2027 budget by Skinner. Bjork discussed township fund reserves and 
stressed the importance that the Board maintains a SO~ fund reserve. Smith remin_ded Board members of the fiduciary 
responsibility the Board has to the taxpayers of Mastodon Township. 

Salary Discussion: A proposed wage increase oy <;Jepl tment was presen·t;a to·the Board for review and consideration . 
The changes in wages that were approved will be adopted wit,6 th.e FY2026:2021 Budget. The following changes were 
made after Board consideration: 

Office 
Trustee - Per Meeting 
Enforcement Officer - Annual 
Deputy Cler,k - Hourly 
Deputy Treasurer - Hourly 
Buildings/Grounds/Maintenance Hourly 
Board of Review (Meetings & Training) 
Election Chair - Hourly,_ 
Election Inspectors..., Hourly 
Planning Commission - Chair:-Per Meeting __ 
Planning Commission - Secretary Per Meeting 
Zoning Board of Appeals - Chc1ft Per Meeting 
Zoning Board of Appeals - Secretary Per Meeting 
Recreation Committee Members Per/ Meeting 
Fire Department Cadets - Hourly 

Current Rat • 
$75.00 
N/A 
$15.00 
$15.00 
$20/$24/$27 
$15.00/hour 
$15 .00 
$15 .00 
$75.00 
$75.00 
$75.00 
$75.00 
$0.00 
$12.50 
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$20.00 
$17.50 
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$25.00 
$15.00 
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budget where project requests have been made. The Township Board will consider cost of project and available and 
estimated funding. 

Mastodon Township 

Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget Hearing Minutes 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 

A Budget Hearing meeting of the Mastodon Township Board was called to order at 9:00am by Supervisor Chad Skinner. 

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

PRESENT BY ROLL CALL: Dave Smith, Mike Bjork, Karen Mallon, Chad Skinner, Stacey Watters. 

DEPARTMENT MEMBERS PRESENT: Dan Kurtz, Andy Fleming 
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE: None 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Bjork to approve agenda. Support: Watters. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. Motion 
� � carried. �� � � 

A 
The budget has been recorded. The recording will remain in the Clerks office for a period of 45 days. The recording is 
available to any member of the public who so wishes to listen anarevlewthe meeting. 

BUSINESS: 
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The Board was presented with the proposed 2026-2027 budget:bySkinner. Bjorkdiscussed township fund reserves and 
stressed the importance that the Board maintains a 5Q% fund reserve. Smith reminded Board members of the fiduciary 
responsibility the Board has to the taxpayers of Mastodon Township; 
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Salary Discussion: A proposed wage increase.bydepartment was'presente the Board for review and consideration. 

� The changes in wages that were approved will be adopted withhe FY2026-2 ZBudget. The following changes were 
� made after Board consideration: 
• • -

:�i�; ,�;, '"""' 
iE current Rate#neonate 

?' 5.- rmesaEkes - $75.00 $I25.00 
* /N/ A $1200.00 Enforcement Officer - Annual � � • 

Deputy Clerk-Hourly 
�� 

Deputy Treasurer - Hourly 
Buildings/Grounds/Maintenance Hourly

� 

Board of Review.(Meetings & Training) 
Election Chair - Hourly. � �� 
Election Inspectors-Hourly 
Planning Commission -CiairPer Meeting.� 
Planning Commission - Secretary Per Meeting 
Zoning Board of Appeals - Chair:FerMeeting 
Zoning Board of Appeals - Secretary.Per*Meeting 
Recreation Committee Members Per/ Meeting 
Fire Department Cadets - Hourly 

$15.00 $17.50 
$i5.00 $17.50 
$20/$24/$27 $30.00 
$15.00/hour $75 % Day; $125 Full Day 
$15.00 $20.00 
$15.00 $17.50 
$75.00 $125.00 
$75.00 $100.00 
$75.00 $125.00 
$75.00 $100.00 
$0.00 $25.00 
$12.50 $15.00 

Township Reserves: The balances in Township savings accounts will be considered in the approval of the FY2026-2027 
budget where project requests have been made. The Township Board will consider cost of project and available and 
estimated funding. 



The following represents account balances as of March 24, 2026: 

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
General Fund $ 136,717.38 
Dunn Water $ 20,848.41 
Fire Department $ 206,729.14 
Recreation Plan $ 34,149.02 
Future Capital $ 20,376.11 
Marijuana $ 241,462.76 
Alpha Mastodon FD Relief $ 2,440.76 
Road $ 278,866.84 
Dunn Mine $ 4,345.31 

Total Cash on Hand: $ 1,266,703.22 

Total estimated general fund revenues for FY2026-2027 which0 indude allocated millage funding, voter-authorized 
funding, licensing and permit funding, and intergovernmental funding is $699,604.00. This estimated general fund 
revenue and savings accounts "cash on hand" will be the determining facto~ for the FY2026-2027 budget adoption. 

Budget Review: The following proposed budget, by cost center, was reviewed and approved by the Board. 

Cost Center 
General Gov't - Supervisor 
Legislative - Trustee 
General Gov't - Elections 
General Gov't - Township Office 
General Gov't - Assessor 
General Gov't - Clerk 
General Gov't - Deputy Clerk 
General Gov't - Boa.rd of .Review 
General Gov't - Treasurer 

General Gov't- Deputy Treasurer 
General Gov't- Township Hall 
General Gov't - Garage 
General Gov't - Cemetery 
General Gov't- Twp Garbage Prg 
General Gov't - Twp Library Prog 
General Gov't - Fire Department 
General Gov't - Planning & Zoning 
General Gov't - Street Lighting 
Park & Rec - Buck Lake Park 
Park & Rec - Stager Lake Park 
Recreation - 4t h of July 
Park & Rec - Anderson Ball Park 
Park & Rec - Triangle Park 
Park & Rec - Partala Park 
Gov't Facilities - Camp 5 
Recreation & Culture 
Worker's Compensation 

TOTAL GF EXPENDITURES 
Road - Expenditures 
Dunn Mine Water Expenditures 

Total Proposed Expenditu res: 

Budget . 

$27,775.00 
$14,956.00 
$21,800.00 

$113,300.qo 
$27,275.00 
$32,639.00 

iii 
$5,600.00 ,. 
$3,100.00 

$29,875.00 
$1,090.00 

$97,020.00 
-$23,500.00 

$3,884.00 
$48;200.00 

$1,000.00 
$150,100.00 
$39,895.00 
$2,000.00 
$5,600.00 

$10,710.00 
$7,600.00 
$3,930.00 
$2,100.00 

$110.00 
$2,937.00 

$42,545 .00 
$8,000.00 

$726,541.00 
$14,500.00 

$1,700.00 

$742,741.00 

The following represents account balances as of March 24, 2026: 

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
General Fund $ 136,717.38 
Dunn Water $ 20,848.41 
Fire Department $ 206,729.14 
Recreation Plan $ 34,149.02 
Future Capital $ 20,376.11 
Marijuana $ 241,462.76 
Alpha Mastodon FD Relief $ 2,440.76 
Road $ 278,866.84 
Dunn Mine $ 4,345.31 

i � 7u 
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oalcasnon1and: $ 1,266,703.22 
�� 

� 
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Total estimated general fund revenues for FY2026-2027 whichj Elude allocate@lllage.funding, voter-authorized 
funding, licensing and permit funding, and intergovernmentalf..» "- 9,604.00. i

s estimated general fund 
revenue and savings accounts "cash on hand" will be the determine for the FY207 662927 budget adoption. 
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� Budget Review: The following proposed budget, by cost center, w�:i;/- ·- _and approve/by�; � � °c±i-
Cost Center 
General Gov't - Supervisor 
Legislative - Trustee 
General Gov't - Elections 
General Gov't - Township Office 
General Gov't - Assessor 
General Gov't - Clerk 
General Gov't - Deputy Clerk 
General Gov't - Board of Review 

� • e i'+. General Gov't Treasurer� 
General Gov't-Deputy Treasurer 
General Gov'tTownsh ip Hall * 
GeneralGov't - Garage 
General Govt-Cemetery 
General Gov't=Twp Garbage Prg 
General Gov't -wp.Library Prog 
General Gov't - Fire-Department 
General Gov't - Planning & Zoning 
General Gov't - Street Lighting 
Park & Rec - Buck Lake Park �� � 2-.� 
Park & Rec - Stager Lake Park� ���� 
Recreation - 4 of July 

� �� � 
Park & Rec - Anderson Ball Park 
Park & Rec - Triangle Park 
Park & Rec - Partala Park 
Gov't Facilities - Camp 5 
Recreation & Culture 
Worker's Compensation 

TOTAL GF EXPENDITURES 
Road - Expenditures 
Dunn Mine Water Expenditures 

Total Proposed Expenditures: 

5% 
'

�
..° 

s2 
�� - "v et 

-$21,800.00 
$113,300.00 

s527s.6
6 

- T5s 
� 

$32,639 � 
$5,60 
$3,100.( 

$29,875.00 
$1,090.00 
17,020.00 

,500.00 
.00 

$48,200.00 
$1,000.00 

$150,100.00 
$39,895.00 

$2,000.00 
$5,600.00 

$10,710.00 
$7,600.00 
$3,930.00 
$2,100.00 

$110.00 
$2,937.00 

$42,545.00 
$8,000.00 

$726,541.00 
$14,500.00 

$1,700.00 

$742,741.00 

� �� -. 
-
s 



Projects, Programs, and Improvements approved: 

The following projects, programs and improvements were approved by the Mastodon Township Board and included in 
the budget: 

Office/Department 
All Boards and Commissions 
Financial, HR, Tax and Assessing - Capital Outlay 
Township Website 
Township Office/Hall 
Garage - Capital Outlay 
Township - Capital Outlay 
Township 
Fire Department - Capital Outlay 
Township - 4th of July 
Township/Fire Department 
Recreation -Alpha Parks 
Recreation - Buck Lake Park 
Recreation - Stager Lake Park 
Township 
Township 

Budget Approval: 

Description 
MTA Online Subscription - Training 
BS&A Cloud Upgrade 
ADA Compliance Upgrade 
Starlink Internet Services 
New Mower and Other Tools, Signs 
Thrasher Buj lding and Hall ~uildi _ vements 
Garbage V,oucher Progra n Up Day 

Supplies and Upgrades 
Support f~ r 'Fireworks 
Camp 5 Building Repairs & Generator 
B-Ball Court Repair., Signs, Tree Removal & La"dscaping 

Building Power, SoJar Lighting and Trial Signs 
Picnic Tables, Solar L7ghting and Sand 
LED Me_ssage Board 
Lib,rary Card Reimbursement 

Estimated Cost 
$1,900.00 

$30,000.00 
$3,500.00 
$5,000.00 
$5,500.00 

$50,000.00 
$47,500.00 
$15,000.00 

$7,500.00 
$5,000.00 

$28,000.00 
$6,000.00 
$8,000.00 
$5,000.00 
$1,000.00 

Motion by Mallon to approve and adopt the FY_ 2026-2D27 Ma~todon Tow~s~Je Budget. Support: Smith. Roll call vote: 
Bjork - yes; Mallon - yes; Skinner - yes; Wi:)tters - yes; Smith-:- yes. Motion carried, FY2026-2027 Budget approved and 

~ ,,~ 
adopted. • • • 

Motion by Mallon.to t.r'ansfer.$14,000.00 from Recreation Saving account to General Fund to support budget funding; 
and to transfer.:$45,000.00Jrom-Marijuana sa·vir:1gs to General Fund td' support budget funding; and to transfer $5,000.00 
from Marijuana Sav'ings to Future Capital Savings to support funding for investment in a future purchase of a pickup 
truck; and tot,ransfer $20,000.00 from Marijuana Savings to Fire Department Savings to invest in the future purchase of a 
fire vehicle; and to transfer $40,000.00..from General F.und Savings to Fire Department Savings to invest in a future 
purchase of a fir:e apparatus. Support: Skinner. Roll call vote: Mallon -yes; Skinner -yes; Watters -yes; Smith -yes, 
Bjork -yes. Motion carried. Treasurer will conduct bank transfers immediately. 

Annual Resolutions: 

Resolution, number 2026-0324.00_1, i;he General Appropriations Act was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion 
by Skinner to adopt the 2026-2qp Gi ne,ral Appropriations Act Resolution number 2026-0324.001. Support: Watters. 
Roll call vote: Skinner -yes; Mallon-yes; Bjork- yes; Smith -yes; Watters - yes. Motion carried, and the resolution was 
duly adopted. 

Resolution 2026-0324.002, Trustee Annual Salary was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion by Mallon to adopt 
Resolution number 2026-0324.002. Support: Skinner. Roll call vote: Skinner - yes; Mallon - yes; Smith - yes; Watters -
yes. Bjork abstained from voting. Motion carried, and the resolution was duly adopted. 

Resolution 2026-0324.003, Annual Meeting Dates was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion by Watters to adopt 
Resolution number 2026-0324.003 . Support: Bjork. Roll call vote : Smith - yes; Bjork-yes; Mallon -yes; Skinner -yes; 
Watters - yes. Motion carried, and the resolution was duly adopted . 

Projects, Programs, and Improvements approved: 

The following projects, programs and improvements were approved by the Mastodon Township Board and included in 
the budget: 

Office/Department 
All Boards and Commissions 
Financial, HR, Tax and Assessing - Capital Outlay 
Township Website 
Township Office/Hall 
Garage - Capital Outlay 
Township - Capital Outlay 
Township 
Fire Department - Capital Outlay 
Township - 4th of July 
Township/Fire Department 
Recreation -Alpha Parks 
Recreation - Buck Lake Park 
Recreation - Stager Lake Park 
Township 
Township 

Budget Approval: 

Description 
MTA Online Subscription - Training 
BS&A Cloud Upgrade 
ADA Compliance Upgrade 
Starlink Internet Services 
New Mower and Other Tools, Signs 
Thrasher Buj lding and Hall ~uildi _ vements 
Garbage V,oucher Progra n Up Day 

Supplies and Upgrades 
Support f~ r 'Fireworks 
Camp 5 Building Repairs & Generator 
B-Ball Court Repair., Signs, Tree Removal & La"dscaping 

Building Power, SoJar Lighting and Trial Signs 
Picnic Tables, Solar L7ghting and Sand 
LED Me_ssage Board 
Lib,rary Card Reimbursement 

Estimated Cost 
$1,900.00 

$30,000.00 
$3,500.00 
$5,000.00 
$5,500.00 

$50,000.00 
$47,500.00 
$15,000.00 

$7,500.00 
$5,000.00 

$28,000.00 
$6,000.00 
$8,000.00 
$5,000.00 
$1,000.00 

Motion by Mallon to approve and adopt the FY_ 2026-2D27 Ma~todon Tow~s~Je Budget. Support: Smith. Roll call vote: 
Bjork - yes; Mallon - yes; Skinner - yes; Wi:)tters - yes; Smith-:- yes. Motion carried, FY2026-2027 Budget approved and 

~ ,,~ 
adopted. • • • 

Motion by Mallon.to t.r'ansfer.$14,000.00 from Recreation Saving account to General Fund to support budget funding; 
and to transfer.:$45,000.00Jrom-Marijuana sa·vir:1gs to General Fund td' support budget funding; and to transfer $5,000.00 
from Marijuana Sav'ings to Future Capital Savings to support funding for investment in a future purchase of a pickup 
truck; and tot,ransfer $20,000.00 from Marijuana Savings to Fire Department Savings to invest in the future purchase of a 
fire vehicle; and to transfer $40,000.00..from General F.und Savings to Fire Department Savings to invest in a future 
purchase of a fir:e apparatus. Support: Skinner. Roll call vote: Mallon -yes; Skinner -yes; Watters -yes; Smith -yes, 
Bjork -yes. Motion carried. Treasurer will conduct bank transfers immediately. 

Annual Resolutions: 

Resolution, number 2026-0324.00_1, i;he General Appropriations Act was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion 
by Skinner to adopt the 2026-2qp Gi ne,ral Appropriations Act Resolution number 2026-0324.001. Support: Watters. 
Roll call vote: Skinner -yes; Mallon-yes; Bjork- yes; Smith -yes; Watters - yes. Motion carried, and the resolution was 
duly adopted. 

Resolution 2026-0324.002, Trustee Annual Salary was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion by Mallon to adopt 
Resolution number 2026-0324.002. Support: Skinner. Roll call vote: Skinner - yes; Mallon - yes; Smith - yes; Watters -
yes. Bjork abstained from voting. Motion carried, and the resolution was duly adopted. 

Resolution 2026-0324.003, Annual Meeting Dates was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion by Watters to adopt 
Resolution number 2026-0324.003 . Support: Bjork. Roll call vote : Smith - yes; Bjork-yes; Mallon -yes; Skinner -yes; 
Watters - yes. Motion carried, and the resolution was duly adopted . 

Projects, Programs, and Improvements approved: 

The following projects, programs and improvements were approved by the Mastodon Township Board and included in 
the budget: 

Office/Department 
All Boards and Commissions 
Financial, HR, Tax and Assessing - Capital Outlay 
Township Website 
Township Office/Hall 
Garage - Capital Outlay 
Township - Capital Outlay 
Township 
Fire Department - Capital Outlay 
Township - 4th of July 
Township/Fire Department 
Recreation -Alpha Parks 
Recreation - Buck Lake Park 
Recreation - Stager Lake Park 
Township 
Township 

Budget Approval: 

Description 
MTA Online Subscription - Training 
BS&A Cloud Upgrade 
ADA Compliance Upgrade 
Starlink Internet Services 
New Mower and Other Tools, Signs 
Thrasher Buj lding and Hall ~uildi _ vements 
Garbage V,oucher Progra n Up Day 

Supplies and Upgrades 
Support f~ r 'Fireworks 
Camp 5 Building Repairs & Generator 
B-Ball Court Repair., Signs, Tree Removal & La"dscaping 

Building Power, SoJar Lighting and Trial Signs 
Picnic Tables, Solar L7ghting and Sand 
LED Me_ssage Board 
Lib,rary Card Reimbursement 

Estimated Cost 
$1,900.00 

$30,000.00 
$3,500.00 
$5,000.00 
$5,500.00 

$50,000.00 
$47,500.00 
$15,000.00 

$7,500.00 
$5,000.00 

$28,000.00 
$6,000.00 
$8,000.00 
$5,000.00 
$1,000.00 

Motion by Mallon to approve and adopt the FY_ 2026-2D27 Ma~todon Tow~s~Je Budget. Support: Smith. Roll call vote: 
Bjork - yes; Mallon - yes; Skinner - yes; Wi:)tters - yes; Smith-:- yes. Motion carried, FY2026-2027 Budget approved and 

~ ,,~ 
adopted. • • • 

Motion by Mallon.to t.r'ansfer.$14,000.00 from Recreation Saving account to General Fund to support budget funding; 
and to transfer.:$45,000.00Jrom-Marijuana sa·vir:1gs to General Fund td' support budget funding; and to transfer $5,000.00 
from Marijuana Sav'ings to Future Capital Savings to support funding for investment in a future purchase of a pickup 
truck; and tot,ransfer $20,000.00 from Marijuana Savings to Fire Department Savings to invest in the future purchase of a 
fire vehicle; and to transfer $40,000.00..from General F.und Savings to Fire Department Savings to invest in a future 
purchase of a fir:e apparatus. Support: Skinner. Roll call vote: Mallon -yes; Skinner -yes; Watters -yes; Smith -yes, 
Bjork -yes. Motion carried. Treasurer will conduct bank transfers immediately. 

Annual Resolutions: 

Resolution, number 2026-0324.00_1, i;he General Appropriations Act was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion 
by Skinner to adopt the 2026-2qp Gi ne,ral Appropriations Act Resolution number 2026-0324.001. Support: Watters. 
Roll call vote: Skinner -yes; Mallon-yes; Bjork- yes; Smith -yes; Watters - yes. Motion carried, and the resolution was 
duly adopted. 

Resolution 2026-0324.002, Trustee Annual Salary was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion by Mallon to adopt 
Resolution number 2026-0324.002. Support: Skinner. Roll call vote: Skinner - yes; Mallon - yes; Smith - yes; Watters -
yes. Bjork abstained from voting. Motion carried, and the resolution was duly adopted. 

Resolution 2026-0324.003, Annual Meeting Dates was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion by Watters to adopt 
Resolution number 2026-0324.003 . Support: Bjork. Roll call vote : Smith - yes; Bjork-yes; Mallon -yes; Skinner -yes; 
Watters - yes. Motion carried, and the resolution was duly adopted . 

Projects, Programs, and Improvements approved: 

The following projects, programs and improvements were approved by the Mastodon Township Board and included in 
the budget: 

Office/Department 
All Boards and Commissions 
Financial, HR, Tax and Assessing - Capital Outlay 
Township Website 
Township Office/Hall 
Garage - Capital Outlay 
Township - Capital Outlay 
Township 
Fire Department - Capital Outlay 
Township - 4 of July 
Township/Fire Department 
Recreation - Alpha Parks 
Recreation - Buck Lake Park 
Recreation - Stager Lake Park 
Township 
Township 

Budget Approval: 

Description 
MTA Online Subscription - Training 
BS&A Cloud Upgrade 
ADA Compliance Upgrade 
Starlink Internet Services 
New Mower and Other Tools, Signs 
Th rasher Building and Hall@ullding./m@movements 
Garbage VoucherProg ram&Spring:glean Up Day 
Supplies an@Upgrades a s ;- eded 
Support forfiteworks � � � 
Camp 5 BuildingRepaiis.& Generator 
B-Ball Court Repair, Slgns, Tree Removal & Landscaping 
Building Power,Solar Lighting and Trial Signs 
Picnic Tables, Solar LIgfitlng and Sand 
LED Message Board 
Library Card Reimbursement 

Estimated Cost 
$1,900.00 

$30,000.00 
$3,500.00 
$5,000.00 
$5,500.00 

$50,000.00 
$47,500.00 
$15,000.00 

$7,500.00 
$5,000.00 

$28,000.00 
$6,000.00 

-
�

*$8,000.00 
$5,000.00 
$1,000.00 

Motion by Mallon to approve and adopt the FY2026-2027 Mastodon TownsiipBudget. Support: Smith. Roll call vote: 
Bjork - yes; Mallon - yes; Skinner - yes; Watters- yes; Smith y_s. Motion@aiied, FY2026-2027 Budget approved and 

� 

� � � � adopted. �� � 

Motion by Mallon.\0:-tra.tl$1:e.r.$14,000.00 fr:i'.�ecreation Savi�:;f�jf�eneral Fund to support budget funding; 
- ��- -cl� � .- .. si s.. - � 8ck� 

and to transfer$45,000.00fromMarijuan a Savings to General Fund to support budget funding; and to transfer $5,000.00 
from Marijuana Savings to Future.Capital Savings to support funding for investment in a future purchase of a pickup 
truck; and to transfer $20,000.00 from Marijuana Savings to Fire Department Savings to invest in the future purchase of a 
fire vehicle;and to transfer $40,000.00fr@m General Fund Savings to Fire Department Savings to invest in a future 
purchase of a fire apparatus. Support: Skinner. Roll call vte: Mallon - yes; Skinner - yes; Watters - yes; Smith - yes, 
Bjork - yes. Motion carried. Treasurer will conduct bank transfers immediately. 

Annual Resolutions: 

Resolution, number 2026-0324.001, The General Appropriations Act was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion 
by Skinner to adopt the 2026-2027General Appropriations Act Resolution number 2026-0324.001. Support: Watters. 
Roll call vote: Skinner - yes; Mallon-yes; Bjork - yes; Smith - yes; Watters - yes. Motion carried, and the resolution was 
duly adopted. 

Resolution 2026-0324.002, Trustee Annual Salary was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion by Mallon to adopt 
Resolution number 2026--0324.002. Support: Skinner. Roll call vote: Skinner - yes; Mallon - yes; Smith - yes; Watters 
yes. Bjork abstained from voting. Motion carried, and the resolution was duly adopted. 

Resolution 2026-0324.003, Annual Meeting Dates was presented to the Board for adoption. Motion by Watters to adopt 
Resolution n umber 2026-0324.003. Support: Bjork. Roll call vote: Smith - yes; Bjork - yes; Mallon - yes; Skinner - yes; 
Watters - yes. Motion carried, and the resolution was duly adopted. 



PUBLIC COMMENT: Kurtz appreciated the time that was invested to review and adopt the 2026-2027 budget. 

BOARD COMMENTS: None 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Bjork to adjourn the meeting at 1:49 pm . Support: Watters. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. 
Motion carried . 

I hereby certify that the minutes contained herein are the draft minutes af the March 24, 2026, Budget Hearing meeting. Signed herein by the 
Mastodon Township Clerk, Koren Mallon an this the 13th day of March 2026. 

h..~ 
__ _,_d"---'_"s___,,,_.rµ..__.,_"-.v'Y'------- ----'' Karen Mallon, Clerk 

) 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Kurtz appreciated the time that was invested to review and adopt the 2026-2027 budget. 

BOARD COMMENTS: None 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Bjork to adjourn the meeting at 1:49 pm . Support: Watters. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. 
Motion carried . 

I hereby certify that the minutes contained herein are the draft minutes af the March 24, 2026, Budget Hearing meeting. Signed herein by the 
Mastodon Township Clerk, Koren Mallon an this the 13th day of March 2026. 

h..~ 
__ _,_d"---'_"s___,,,_.rµ..__.,_"-.v'Y'------- ----'' Karen Mallon, Clerk 

) 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Kurtz appreciated the time that was invested to review and adopt the 2026-2027 budget. 

BOARD COMMENTS: None 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Bjork to adjourn the meeting at 1:49 pm. Support: Watters. Call to vote: All ayes; no nays. 

Motion carried. 

I hereby certify that the minutes contained herein are the draft minutes of the March 24, 2026, Budget Hearing meeting. Signed herein by the 
Mastodon Township Clerk, Karen Mallon on this the 13 day of March 2026. 

Ad." Koren Molen, cen 

1 



Accounts Payable 
General Fund 

Check 32963-32996 - $18,841.06 

Payroll 
March 2026 

Checks 32955 - 32962 

DD1357-DD1372 

$12,973.67 

Accounts Payable 
General Fund 

Check 32963-32996 - $18,841.06 

Payroll 
March 2026 

Checks 32955 - 32962 

DD1357-DD1372 

$12,973.67 

Accounts Payable 

General Fund 

Check 32963-32996 - $18,841.06 

Payroll 

March 2026 

Checks 32955 - 32962 

DD1357-DD1372 

$12,973.67 



04/01/2026 CHECK REGISTER FOR MASTODON TOWNSHIP 

CHECK DATE FROM 03/12/2026 - 03/31/2026 

Bank CVCU COVANTAGE CREDIT UNION 

03/19/2026 32963 DENNIS STACHOWICZ 

03/19/2026 32964 STEVE MARACINI 

03/19/2026 32965 MIKE MICHELA 

03/19/2026 32966 JANET MILLIGAN 

03/19/2026 32967 DYNAMACORE 

03/19/2026 32968 BEKA WIKSTEN 

03/19/2026 32969 DOLORES HOHOLEK 

03/19/2026 32970 DAVID MORTON 

03/19/2026 32971 PATTI STEINBERG 

03/23/2026 32972 COVANTAGE CREDIT UNION 

03/31/2026 32973 JOHN & LORNA ANDERSON 

03/31/2026 32974 MIKE BJORK 

03/31/2026 32975 ED OR SUE BORSCH 

03/31/2026 32976 ROBERT BRIGGS 

03/31/2026 32977 JACKIE CLANCEY 

03/31/2026 32978 MATTHEW COLLIE 

03/31/2026 32979 DON & SUE ECHOLA 

03/31/2026 32980 DARYL GREENE 

03/31/2026 32981 COUNTY OF IRON 

03/31/2026 32982 TERRY JARDEEN 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

03/31/2026 

04/01/2026 

32983 

32984 

32985 

32986 

32987 

32988 

32989 

32990 

32991 

32992 

32993 

32994 

32995 

32996 

Total of 34 Checks: 

Less 0 Void Checks: 

WILLIAM KAPELES 

KEANE 'S AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS 

PETER LAPIN 

CHARYL MCCOLE 

MIKE MICHELA 

MICHAEL PREMO 

CINDY RAHOI 

JASON RUSCH 

SHERI SKRZYNIARZ 

HANNAH TIEDT 

TTR, INC. 

AL TUELL 

DOUG WILLIAMS 

ACCIDENT FUND INSURANCE COMPANY 

Total of 34 Disbursements: 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Visa Bill $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Treaurer's Office - Supplies $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Fire Trucks (1, 5 & 6) Mainten $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 
Worker's Comp Ins Prem $ 

233 .90 

179.00 

95.99 

198.00 

250.00 

90.00 

82.02 

500.00 

426.00 

2,961.15 

250.00 

500.00 

500.00 

198.00 

90.00 

159.68 

25.00 

250.00 

595.35 

250.00 

25.00 

119.31 

250.00 

99.00 

102.66 

118.20 

250.00 

250.00 

360.41 

47.93 

3,794.46 

25.00 

250.00 

5,315.00 
====== 

$ 18,841.06 

$ 
$ 18,841.06 

04/01/2026 CHECK REGISTER FOR MASTODON TOWNSHIP 

CHECK DATE FROM 03/12/2026 - 03/31/2026 

Bank CVCU COVANTAGE CREDIT UNION 

03/19/2026 32963 DENNIS STACHOWICZ 

03/19/2026 32964 STEVE MARACINI 
03/19/2026 32965 MIKE MICHELA 

03/19/2026 32966 JANET MILLIGAN 

03/19/2026 32967 DYNAMACORE 
03/19/2026 32968 BEKA WIKSTEN 

03/19/2026 32969 DOLORES HOHOLEK 

03/19/2026 32970 DAVID MORTON 
03/19/2026 32971 PATTI STEINBERG 

03/23/2026 32972 COVANTAGE CREDIT UNION 

03/31/2026 32973 JOHN & LORNA ANDERSON 

03/31/2026 32974 MIKE BJORK 

03/31/2026 32975 ED OR SUE BORSCH 

03/31/2026 32976 ROBERT BRIGGS 
03/31/2026 32977 JACKIE CLANCEY 
03/31/2026 32978 MATTHEW COLLIE 

03/31/2026 32979 DON & SUE ECHOLA 

03/31/2026 32980 DARYL GREENE 

03/31/2026 32981 COUNTY OF IRON 

03/31/2026 32982 TERRY JARDEEN 
03/31/2026 32983 WILLIAM KAPELES 
03/31/2026 32984 KEANE'S AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS 
03/31/2026 32985 PETER LAPIN 

03/31/2026 32986 CHARYL MCCOLE 

03/31/2026 32987 MIKE MICHELA 

03/31/2026 32988 MICHAEL PREMO 

03/31/2026 32989 CINDY RAHOI 

03/31/2026 32990 JASON RUSCH 
03/31/2026 32991 SHERI SKRZYNIARZ 

03/31/2026 32992 HANNAH TIEDT 
03/31/2026 32993 TTR, INC. 
03/31/2026 32994 AL TUELL 
03/31/2026 32995 DOUG WILLIAMS 
04/01/2026 32996 ACCIDENT FUND INSURANCE COMPANY 

Total of 34 Checks: 
Less O Void Checks: 

Total of 34 Disbursements: 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 233.90 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 179.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 95.99 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 198.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 250.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 90.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 82.02 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 500.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 426.00 

Visa Bill $ 2,961.15 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 250.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 500.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 500.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 198.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 90.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 159.68 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 25.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 250.00 

Treaurer's Office - Supplies $ 595.35 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 250.00 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 25.00 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 119.31 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 250.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 99.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 102.66 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 118.20 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 250.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 250.00 
Garbage Reimbursement $ 360.41 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 47.93 

Fire Trucks (1, 5 & 6) Mainten $ 3,794.46 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 25.00 

Garbage Reimbursement $ 250.00 
Worker's Comp Ins Prem $ 5,315.00 

---

$ 18,841.06 

$ 

$ 18,841.06 



04/01/2026 Check Register Report For 

For Payroll ID: 258 Check Date: 03/11/2026 Pay Period End Date : 03/11/2026 

Check Date 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

03/11/2026 

Check Number 

32955 

32956 

32957 

32958 

32959 

32960 

32961 

32962 

DD1357 

DD1358 

DD1359 

DD1360 

DD1361 

DD1362 

DD1363 

DD1364 

DD1365 

DD1366 

DD1367 

DD1368 

DD1369 

Name 

BJORK, MICHAEL J 

CORNELIA, DAMION 

CORNELIA, WADE 

CREEL, STUART 

FLEMING, ANDREW C 

JENSEN, PAMELA 

SMITH, DAVE 

WHITE, DONALD E. 

COURCHAINE, SHERRIE L. 

HENDRICKSON, TAMMY L. 

HOFFMAN, JENNIFER M 

HOFFMAN, WILLIAM 

KINSEY, ASHLEE 

KURTZ, DANIEL G 

LUFT, ADAM D 

MALLON, KAREN M 

MALLON, KAREN M 

MALLON, PAUL D 

MILLER, KATHLEEN 

PICKART, JONATHON 

SKINNER, CHARLES 

Check Amount 

301.73 

26.42 

120.05 

754.21 

929.40 

70.42 

444.91 

26.43 

414.30 

1,835.42 

26.43 

26.43 

66.08 

925.04 

70.48 

2,079.08 

1,068.87 

193.94 

46.25 

350.93 

1,644.64 

03/11/2026 DD1370 STANEK, DAVID E 193.93 

03/11/2026 DD1371 WATTERS, STACEY 1,305.42 

03/11/2026 ---------------~~~-~?-~--------------- WINGER, ADAM M ---------------------------------------~~~?~--
Totals : 12,973 .67 

04/01/2026 Check Register Report For 
For Payroll ID: 258 Check Date: 03/11/2026 Pay Period End Date: 03/11/2026 

Check Date Check Number Name Check Amount 

03/11/2026 32955 BJORK, MICHAEL J 301.73 
03/11/2026 32956 CORNELIA, DAMION 26.42 
03/11/2026 32957 CORNELIA, WADE 120.05 
03/11/2026 32958 CREEL, STUART 754.21 
03/11/2026 32959 FLEMING , ANDREW C 929.40 
03/11/2026 32960 JENSEN, PAMELA 70.42 
03/11/2026 32961 SMITH, DAVE 444.91 
03/11/2026 32962 WHITE, DONALD E. 26.43 
03/11/2026 DD1357 COURCHAINE, SHERRIE L. 414.30 
03/11/2026 DD1358 HENDRICKSON, TAMMY L. 1,835.42 
03/11/2026 DD1359 HOFFMAN, JENNIFER M 26.43 
03/11/2026 DD1360 HOFFMAN, WILLIAM 26.43 
03/11/2026 DD1361 KINSEY, ASHLEE 66.08 
03/11/2026 DD1362 KURTZ, DANIEL G 925.04 
03/11/2026 DD1363 LUFT, ADAM D 70.48 
03/11/2026 DD1364 MALLON, KAREN M 2,079.08 
03/11/2026 DD1365 MALLON, KAREN M 1,068.87 
03/11/2026 DD1366 MALLON, PAUL D 193.94 
03/11/2026 DD1367 MILLER, KATHLEEN 46.25 
03/11/2026 DD1368 PICKART, JONATHON 350.93 
03/11/2026 DD1369 SKINNER, CHARLES 1,644.64 
03/11/2026 DD1370 STANEK, DAVID E 193.93 
03/11/2026 DD1371 WATTERS, STACEY 1,305.42 
03/11/2026�..---..�DD1372......��WING ER, ADAM M _-----------------------------..52.86_ 
Totals: 12,973.67 



Invoices for Approval 
For Board Approval 

Invoices 
General Fund $ 

Invoice 
Water Fund$ 

Invoices for Approval 

For Board Approval 

Invoices 

General Fund $ 

Invoice 

Water Fund $ 
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Short-Term Rentals 

Protect your township's ability to zone for short-term rentals! 

Local governments count on zoning to shape their communities and preserve the quality of life 

so important to their residents. Past legislative efforts-which may continue in the current 

legislative session-sought to eliminate your township's ability to do so. Those efforts would 

have preempted your township's local zoning authority to regulate short-term rentals. 

Many communities across the state have enacted regulations to address detrimental impacts 

short-term rentals have had on the quality of life in neighborhoods. Each community has 

accomplished th is in a manner that best meets the needs of residents and short-term rentals. 

These local efforts should not be undermined and replaced with a one-size-fits-all approach 

from the state. 

Past legislative efforts threatened the ability for local municipalities to manage the number and 

location of rentals across Michigan, undermining local control and upsetting the delicate 

balance between property rights and the established, transparent process for local decision­

making. 

Many times, commercial interests purchase multiple homes in a community for the sole 

purpose of renting them on a short-term basis-daily, weekly or monthly-with no intent for the 

owner to ever occupy the residential property. MTA believes locally elected township boards 

are best positioned to balance the unique needs of their community when addressing zoning 

issues and to protect the health, safety and welfare of residents, vacation visitors and renters. 

MTA opposes such attacks on local decision-making. 

� 
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Short-Term Rentals 

Protect your township's ability to zone for short-term rentals! 

Local governments count on zoning to shape their communities and preserve the quality of life 

so important to their residents. Past legislative efforts-which may continue in the current 

legislative session-sought to eliminate your township's ability to do so. Those efforts would 

have preempted your township's local zoning authority to regulate short-term rentals. 

Many communities across the state have enacted regulations to address detrimental impacts 

short-term rentals have had on the quality of life in neighborhoods. Each community has 

accomplished this in a manner that best meets the needs of residents and short-term rentals. 

These local efforts should not be undermined and replaced with a one-size-fits-all approach 

from the state. 

Past legislative efforts threatened the ability for local municipalities to manage the number and 

location of rentals across Michigan. undermining local control and upsetting the delicate 

balance between property rights and the established, transparent process for local decision­

making. 

Many times, commercial interests purchase multiple homes in a community for the sole 

purpose of renting them on a short-term basis-daily, weekly or monthly-with no intent for the 

owner to ever occupy the residential property. MTA believes locally elected township boards 

are best positioned to balance the unique needs of their community when addressing zoning 

issues and to protect the health. safety and welfare of residents. vacation visitors and renters. 

MTA opposes such attacks on local decision-making. 

https://michigantownships.org
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New short-term rental bills would allow local zoning 

F
or the last few years, a battle has brewed over short-term rentals and where they 

should be allowed in communities. 

As r1;sidt.:nts complain that tht.:ir m:ighborhoods ar<; bt:ing 
transformed into transient tourist commun ities, local units have 
turned to zoning for a solution. They've adopted ordinanu.:s to address 
the location and/or the registration of short- term rentals in their 
commun ity. Roth this year and hst legislative session, lawmakers 
h.1ve proposed bills to essentially strip townships and other local 
govern ments of any ability to regulate vacation and short-term rentals 
in rcsidcnti,11 zones. 

But this month, a package of bills was introduced to tackle the issue 
with a new approach. House Bills 4554-4563, under primary sponsor 
Rep . Jim Lilly (R-Park Twp.), wou ld allow local zoning aurhority 
of short-term ren tals while maintaining the statutory provision 
prohibiting exclusionary zoning. The package would create a state 
short-term rental regis try, require properties to carry a certain level of 
liability insurance and subject properties to fines for violations. 

vVhi le MT A has presented the bill sponsor with technical 
amendments, we support this package as it would continue to empower 
townships to respond to residents' needs and shape their community's 
needs. 

S hort- tern, nnd v:1.c:1tion rentals arc nothing new alo ng Michigan'~ 
pi t.:turcsquc lakcshorcs and lush forests. Bur in recent years, rental 
homes arc increasing in areas where year- round residents live. In what's 
known as today's "sharing economy," a growing number of people are 
using Airbnb .corn and other online services to rent houses, condos 

or even a single room in their home. The result is homeowners now 
living side by side with short-term renters on vacation. While not the 
case in all siniarions, this has negatively impacted the quali ty of life 
of some residents du1; to noise, late- night parties, parking and other 
disn1rbances. 

As local units have crafted ortlinances that best suit their residents, 
both the real estate and rental industri es have pushed for legislation 
to preempt local regulations. HB 4046, sponsored by Rep. Jason 
Sheppard (R-Bedford Twp.), tackles th.is issue by effectively stripping 
lm:al units of their authority to regulate the location (zoning) of 
vacation and short- term rentals of 28 days or less. 1V1T A vehemently 
opposes this bil.l, as townships must retain their authority to protect 
and preserve the atmosphere and nature of their communities and 
residential neighborhoods. 

in this s e 
2 Out-of-town military could return ballots electronicall: 

Bills tackle PFAS in firefighting foam 

3 New alternative energy tax exemptions proposed 

MT». 
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New short-term rental bills would allow local zoning 

F
or the last few years, a battle has brewed over short-term rentals and where they 

should be allowed in communities. 

As r1;sidt.:nts complain that tht.:ir m:ighborhoods ar<; bt:ing 
transformed into transient tourist commun ities, local units have 
turned to zoning for a solution. They've adopted ordinanu.:s to address 
the location and/or the registration of short- term rentals in their 
commun ity. Roth this year and hst legislative session, lawmakers 
h.1ve proposed bills to essentially strip townships and other local 
govern ments of any ability to regulate vacation and short-term rentals 
in rcsidcnti,11 zones. 

But this month, a package of bills was introduced to tackle the issue 
with a new approach. House Bills 4554-4563, under primary sponsor 
Rep . Jim Lilly (R-Park Twp.), wou ld allow local zoning aurhority 
of short-term ren tals while maintaining the statutory provision 
prohibiting exclusionary zoning. The package would create a state 
short-term rental regis try, require properties to carry a certain level of 
liability insurance and subject properties to fines for violations. 

vVhi le MT A has presented the bill sponsor with technical 
amendments, we support this package as it would continue to empower 
townships to respond to residents' needs and shape their community's 
needs. 

S hort- tern, nnd v:1.c:1tion rentals arc nothing new alo ng Michigan'~ 
pi t.:turcsquc lakcshorcs and lush forests. Bur in recent years, rental 
homes arc increasing in areas where year- round residents live. In what's 
known as today's "sharing economy," a growing number of people are 
using Airbnb .corn and other online services to rent houses, condos 

or even a single room in their home. The result is homeowners now 
living side by side with short-term renters on vacation. While not the 
case in all siniarions, this has negatively impacted the quali ty of life 
of some residents du1; to noise, late- night parties, parking and other 
disn1rbances. 

As local units have crafted ortlinances that best suit their residents, 
both the real estate and rental industri es have pushed for legislation 
to preempt local regulations. HB 4046, sponsored by Rep. Jason 
Sheppard (R-Bedford Twp.), tackles th.is issue by effectively stripping 
lm:al units of their authority to regulate the location (zoning) of 
vacation and short- term rentals of 28 days or less. 1V1T A vehemently 
opposes this bil.l, as townships must retain their authority to protect 
and preserve the atmosphere and nature of their communities and 
residential neighborhoods. 

in this s e 
2 Out-of-town military could return ballots electronicall: 

Bills tackle PFAS in firefighting foam 

3 New alternative energy tax exemptions proposed 
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New short-term rental bills would allow local zoning 

F
or the last few years, a battle has brewed over short-term rentals and where they 

should be allowed in communities. 

As residents complain that their neighborhoods are being 
transformed into transient tourist communities, local units have 
turned to zoning for a solution. They've adopted ordinances to address 
the location and/or the registration of short-term rentals in their 
community. Roth this year and last legislative session, lawmakers 
have proposed bills to essentially strip townships and other local 
governments of any ability to regulate vacation and short-term rentals 
in residential zoncs. 

But this month, a package of bills was introduced to tackle the issue 
with a new approach. House Bills 4554-4563, under primary sponsor 
Rep. Jim Lilly (R-Park Twp.), would allow local zoning authority 
of short-term rentals while maintaining the statutory provision 
prohibiting exclusionary zoning. The package would create a state 
short-term rental registry, require properties to carry a certain level of 
liability insurance and subject properties to fines for violations. 

While MTA has presented the bill sponsor with technical 
amendments, we support this package as it would continue to empower 
townships to respond to residents' needs and shape their community's 
needs. 

Short-term and vacation rentals are nothing new along Michigan's 
picturesque lakeshores and lush forests. But in recent years, rental 
homes are increasing in areas where year-round residents live. In what's 
known as today's "sharing economy," a growing number of people are 
using Airbnb.com and other online services to rent houses, condos 

or even a single room in their home. The result is homeowners now 
living side by side with short-term renters on vacation. While not the 
case in all situations, this has negatively impacted the quality of life 
of some residents due to noise, late-night parties, parking and other 
disturbances. 

As local units have crafted ordinances that best suit their residents, 
both the real estate and rental industries have pushed for legislation 
to preempt local regulations. HB 4046, sponsored by Rep. Jason 
Sheppard (R-Bedford Twp.), tackles this issue by effectively stripping 
local units of their authority to regulate the location (zoning) of 
vacation and short-term rentals of 28 days or less. MTA vehemently 
opposes this bill, as townships must retain their authority to protect 
and preserve the atmosphere and nature of their communities and 
residential neighborhoods. 

in this 

2 Out-of-town military could return ballots electronicall 

Bills tackle PFAS in firefighting foam 

3 New alternative energy tax exemptions proposed 

MTA 

https://Airbnb.com


In n.:cent weeks, Rep. Lilly proposed what's call ed the "l\ilichigan 
Short-T errn Rental Promotion Act'' as an al.tcrn.ative approach. Under 
HB 4554, the primary bill in the package, all short-term n:ntals of 
no rnore than 30 consecutive days would be re9u.ircd to register their 
property with the state. 1he bi ll clarifies that personal information, 
such as the street address and owner's name, is exempt from the 
Freedom oflnforn1ation Act. Additionally, the bill states local units 
cannot have any zoning ordinance that effectively prohibits short-tt:rm 
rentals in compliance with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act. 

The bill would require that anyone who owns a short- term rental to 
c:1 rrv $1 million in liability insurance, either on their own or through 
their hosting platform, such as A.irbnb. The owner must also pay aU 
taxes and assessments required by law. Any owner who violated the 
act would be subject to a fine of as much as 515,000. 

HR 455-l would also create a workgroup of stakeholders, including 
local units, the tourism industry and real estate professionals. The 
group wo1Lld be tasked with assisting the state Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) with developing best 
practices and model short-term renral zoning. 

1he other bills in the package have bipartisan sponsorship and would 
.1mcnd various statutes to reflect the changes, including 11B 4563, 
sponsored by Rep. Joseph Tare (D-Den-oit), which amends the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Acr. HB 4563 clarifies that a residential property that's 
rented out for no more than 14 days in a calendar year is a residential use 
and is permitted in all residential zones. 

As written, the Zoning .Enabling Act states that a local zoning 
ordinance or decision shall not have the effect of total.ly prohibiting 
a land use in a local unit with a demonstrated need for that land use 
either in that local unit or the surrounding area. HB -!563 proposes to 
add "including, but not limited to, a short-term rental" to the current 
statute. 

l\ilTA is work.ing with Rep . Lilly on amendments to these bills, 
which have not yet been consi<lcred in committee, and is part of a 
\\·orkgroup to address legislative changes. We will update members on 
their progress. 

Out-of-town military could return ballots 
electronically 

M embers of the military may already vote by an absent voter 
baUor when their service requires them to be out of town on 
Election Day. Now, pending legislation in the Senate would 

allow their ballots to be returned electronically. 
Senate Rill 117, sponsored by Sen . Ruth Johnson (R- f-folly Twp.), 

and SB 297, sponsored by Sen. Paul Wojno (D-Warrcn), were 
recently reported by the Senate Elections Committee. Both biUs a.re 
bt: ing monitored by MTA as they move to the full Senate for a vote. 

Currently, townships and other local units arc required, upon 
request, to send members of the military absent voter ballots, which 
arc returned by mail to the proper location. Together, the tie-barred 
bills would allow rhe military member to skip the mailbox. Rules 
establishing policies and procedures for electronically returned ballots 
would he required to be estahlished hy the secretary of state, including 
reasonable steps to ensure integrity and secrecy. 1hc latter could be an 
issue, as to how to maintain secrecy, if a ballot is returned to the local 
dcrk as an .tttach men t. 

l f enacted, the secretary of state must promulgate ru les to 
implt:ment the change by Jan. 1, 2020, and would have to allow for 
ballots to be electronically returned by eLgible members no later than 
the August 2020 prima1y election . 

2 MAY 2019 I township voice 

Bills tackle PFAS in firefighting foam 

The fight to protect Michigan's water resources took a major step 
backward with the discovery of PFAS in public water supplies. 
The insidious chemical, also called per- and polyAuoroalkyl 

substances, has increasingly been linked to negative health effects, 
including liver and testicular cancers. 

Since the 1940s, PFAS was a common ingredient in commercial 
household products from water- and stain-repellant fabrics to 
cleaning products and even nonstick pots and pans. Jc was also a key 
ingredient in firelighting foams, especially at airports and military 
bases where firefighting training occurs . 

Fi refighting foam was identified as a major source of PFAS water 
contamination, especially at the former Wurtsm ith Ai r Force Rase 
in Oscoda, where it was used to douse fires sparked by flammable 
liquids. Three bills currently being considered in the House Natural 
Resources Committee were written to help curb future pollution from 
fi refighting foam containing PFAS. 

I louse Bill 4389, sponsored by Rep. Sue Allor (R-Wolverine Twp.), 
and HRs 4390-4391, sponsored by Rep. Jeff Yaroch CR- Richmond), 
would require fire chiefa to report any use of PFAS-conraining foam 
to the state Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy 
(EGLE) within 48 hours. ll1is would include the reason the foam was 
used, where it was used and any potentially affected bodies of water, 
as well as the quamiry and name brand of the foam and practices used 
for cleanup. 

Additionally, as introduced all firefighte rs would receive training 
about the chemical. 'Jl1is would include .its proper use, handling and 
storage, as well as the best environmental and public health practices, 
including containment and proper disposal. The actual PFAS foam 
would be prohibited from use i.n training. 

EGLE would be required to establish a collection program for 
firefighting foam containing PFAS chemicals with a carbon chain of 
more than six. Under the program, EGLE must accept the foam free 
of charge and rake responsibility for its proper disposal. However, this 
program would be contingent on the Legislature providing the funds 
to cover costs . 

One concern ra ised during discussion on the legislation is that 
some fire departments have already moved away from using PFAS­
containing foam. Departments have argued they shouldn't be required 
to be trained on the chemical when their firefighters won't encounter 
it. On the other hand, smaller departments may not have the money 
to use PFAS-frec foam for training procedures and wowd struggle 
with the cost this package would place on them . 

To tackle this issue, House Natural Resources and Outdoor 
Recreation Committee Chair Rep. Gary Howell (R-North Branch) 
appointed a workgroup of stakeholders. 1his group includes the state 
fire marshal, fire chiefs, firefighters and environmental groups, as 
well as any other interested Natural Resources Committee members. 
Issues being discussed by the group include the definition of PFAS, 
and whether it includes all forms or only the chemical used in 
firefighting foam; training requirements for fire departments, and 
whether all firefighters must be trained in the use and cleanup of the 
foam, or only those that have it in stock or provide mutual aid to a 
department that uses it. 

MTA has not taken a position on these bills but is monitoring 
them for their potential impact on township fire departments. We will 
update members as these bills move through the legislative process. 

www.michigantownships.org 

In recent weeks, Rep. L i l ly pr oposed what's called the " Michigan 
Short-Term Rental Promotion Act" as an alternative approach. Under 
� H B  4554, the primary b i l l  in t he package, all short-term rentals of 
no  � more than 30 consecut ive days would be required to register thei r  
property with the state. The  b i l l  clari fies that personal i nformation, 
such as the street address and owner's name, i s  exempt from the 
Freedom of Information Act. Addi tio nal ly, the bi l l  states local units 
cannot have any zon ing ordinance that effecti vely prohibits s hort-tern» 
rentals in  compliance with the Michigan Zoning Enabl ing Act. 

T he bil l  would require that anyone who owns a short-term rental to 
c arry S i  � mi l l ion in l iabil itv i nsurance, either on their own or through 
their hosting platform ,  such as Airbnb. The owner � must  also pay al l  
taxes and assessments requircd bv law. Any owner who violated the 
act would be subject to a fine of as � much as $ 15 ,000. 

� HB 4554 would also create a workgroup of stakeholders, including 
l ocal units ,  the tour i sm i ndustry and real estate professionals. The 
group would be tasked w i rh assisting the state Department of 
L icens ing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA )  with developing best 
pract ices and � model short- term rental zoning, 

The other bills in  the package have bipartisan sponsorship and would 
a mend various statutes to reflect the cbanges, i ncluding I H B 4563, 
sp onsored by Rep. Joseph Tate ( D- Detroit), which amends the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act. HB 4563 clarifies that a residential property that's 
rented out f or no � more than 1 4  days in a calendar year is a residential use 
a nd is permi tted in all residential zones. 

A written , the Zoning Enabl ing Act states that a local zoning 
ordinance or decision shall not have the effect of totally prohib i ting 
a land use i n  a local unit with a demonstrated need for that land use 
e i ther in that local unit or the surrounding area. HB 4563 proposes to 
add " including, but not l imited to, a short-term rental" to the current 
statute .  

MTA i s  working with Rep. L illy on amendments to these bill s ,  
which have not yet been considered in  commi ttee, and is  part ot a 
w orkgroup to address legislative changes. We will update � members on 
their progress. 

Out-of-town mi l itary could return ba l lots 

e lectronica l ly 

M 
embers or the mil it.l!T may alreach' \'ote bv an absen t 1·otcr 
ball ot when their service requires them to be out of town on 
Election Day. Now, pending legislation  in the Senate would 

,llow their ballots to be returned electronicallv. 
Senate Bill 1 1 7 , sponsored by Sen.  Ruth Johnson (R- Hol ly 

� 
Twp.) ,  

and SB  297,  sponsored by Sen. Paul  � W ojno (D-Warren) ,  were 
rec ently reported by the Senate Electi ons Committee .  Both bi l ls  are 
being � monit ored by MTA as thev � move to the full Senate for a vote. 

Currently, townships and other local units are required, upon 
request, to send � members of the � mi l itary absent voter ballots, which 
are returned by mail to the proper location .  Toge ther, the tie-barred 
b i l l s  would al low the � m i l i tary � member to skip the � mai lbox. Rules 
es tab lishing policies and pr ocedures for e lectro nically returned ballots 
� w ould be required to be established by the secretary of state, i ncluding 
reasonable steps to ensure i ntegrity and secrecy. The latter could be an 
i ssue, as to how to � mai ntain secrecy, if a ballot is returned to the local 
clerk as an attach inent .  

If  enacted, the secretary of state � must promulgate rules to 
implement the change by Jan . 1 ,  2020, and would have to al low for 
ballots to be electronically returned by eligible � members no later than 
rhe August 2020 primary e lect ion .  
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B i l ls tackle PFAS in firefighting foam 

T
he tight to protect i\!Iichigan's water resomces rook a major step 
backward with the d iscovery of PFAS in public water supplies. 
The insidious chemical, also called per- and polyfluoroalkvl 

substances, has increasingly been l inked to negative heal th effects, 
including liver and testicular cancers. 

Since the 1 940s, PEAS was a common ingredient i n  commercial 
household products from water- and stain-repellant fabrics to 
cleaning p roducts and even nonstick pots and pans. I t  � was also a key 
i ngredient i n  firefighting foams, especially at airports and � mi l i tary 
bases where firefighting training occurs. 

Firefighting foam was identi fied as a � major source of PEAS water 
contamination, especially at the formerWurtsmith Air  Force Base 
in Oscoda, where i t  was used to douse fires sparked by flammable 
l iquids. Three b il l s  currently being considered in the House Naniral 
Resources Commi ttee were written to help curb future pol lution from 
firefighting foam contain ing PEAS. 

House Bill 4389, sponsored bv Rep. Sue Allor (R � Wolverine Twp.), 
and � H Bs 4390-4391 , sponsored by Rep. Jett Yaroch ( R - Richmond), 
woul d  require fi re chiefs to report any use of PFA S-containing foam 
to the state Department of Envi ronment, Great L akes and Energy 
(EG LE) � within 48 hours. 

� 
Th is  would i nclude the reason the foam was 

used, where it was used and any potentially atlected bodies of water, 
as well as the quant ity and name brand ot the foam and practices used 
for cleanup. 

Additionally, as introduced all firefighters would receive tra in ing 
about the chemical. This would i nclude i ts proper use, handling and 
storage, as well as the best  envi ronmental and publ ic  health practices, 
including contai nment and proper d isposal. The actual P FAS foam 
would be prohibited from use in trai ning. 

EGLE would be required to establish a collection program for 
firefighting foam containing PFAS chemicals with a carbon chain of 
� more than six. Under the program, EGLE must accept the foam free 
of charge and take responsibil ity for its proper disposal. I H owever, this 
program would be conti ngent on the Legislature providing the funds 
to cover costs. 

One concern raised during discussion on the legis lation is that 
some fire departments have already moved away from using PFAS 
containing foam.  Departments have argued they shouldn't be required 
to be trained on the chemical when their firefighters won't encounter 
it. On the other hand, smaller departments � may not have the � money 
to use PFAS-free foam for training procedures and would struggle 
with the cost this package would place on them. 

To tackle this issue, House Natural Resources and Outdoor 
Recreation Committee Chair Rep. Gary Howell (R North Branch) 
appointed a workgroup of stakeholders. This group includes the state 
fire � marshal, fire chiefs, fire fighters and environmental groups, as 
well as anv other in terested Natural Resources Committee � members. 
I ssues being discussed by the group include the definition of PFAS, 
and whether it includes all forms or  only the chemical used i n  
firefighting foam; tra in ing requirements for fire departments, and 
whether all firefighters � m ust be trained in the use and cleanup of the 
foam, or only those that have it in stock or provide � mutual aid to a 
department that uses i t .  

MTA has not taken a position o n  these bills but i s  � monitori ng 
them for their potential impact on township fire departments, We will 
update � members as these bi l ls  move through the l egislative process. 

www. michigantownsh ips .org 
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New alternative energy tax exemptions 
proposed 

As co ncerns over climate change grow, more homeowners and 
businesses alike are turn ing to alternative energy. Whether it's 
a rooftop solar panel or a wind turbine towering over a field, 

these environmentally friendly methods of producing energy are 
becoming more common. 

\/Vhilc alternative <.0nergy svstcms were previously ofl:crcd tax 
exemptions, none arc rnrrently on the books. Two sets ofb il.ls in 
the Hom <.: and Sen.ire, however, would effectively exempt smal.l 
alternative energy systems from taxes. 

House Bills 4069 and 4465, sponsored by Reps. Bronna Kahle 
(R-Cl inton Twp. ) and Youssef Rabhi (D-A nn Arbor), were 
introduced in the House, while Senate Bills 47 and 48, sponsored 
hv Sen. Tom Barrett (R-Benton Twp.), were introduced in the 
Senate. Each set of bil.ls would exempt al ternative energy equipment 
(producing no t more than 150 kilowatts) used res identially, 
commercially or industrially from taxes. While the bills could 
potentially reduce local revenue, MT A took a neutral posi tion based 
on the negotiation of amendments on similar legislation last year 
that were incorporated in the hi lk Th e legislation is a reintroduction 
ofbil.ls that received final passage last legislative session but were 
ultima tely vdoed by former Gov. Rick Snydt:r. 

Alternative energy equipmen t, particularly solar panels, have been 
assessed and interpreted differently over time. From 2003 to 2013, 
solar panels could be exempt from property taxes under a specifi c 
provision classifying the property as "alternative energy personal 
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propertv." H owever, that exemption was not renewed. In June 2013, 
the State T ax Commission (STC) issued a memorandum classifyi ng 
sobr panels as industrial personal property, exempting them from 
the 6-miJl state education tax and the 18-mill non-homestead levy 
earm,uked for local schools. 

Then, with the passage of personal property tax reform in 
2014, solar panels could be tax-exempt under the small taxpayer 
exemption , as long as their true cash value was less than $80,000. 
Last year, in February 2018, the STC classified residential solar 
panels as residential property, to be assessed as a co mponent of 
the real property, meaning the value of residential solar panel 
installation would be included in a home's assessed and taxable values. 
Homeowners who installed solar panels most likely faced higher 
property taxes beyond the taxable value cap. 

The House and Senate bills were introduced in an effort ro 
encourage more people to install environmentally beneficial systems 
rather than make them more cost proh ibitive. 

Both HB 4069 and SB 47 address residential property. Currently, 
the General Property T ax Act sta tes th at a home's true cash value 
can't increase based on expenditures for normal repairs , replacement 
and main tenance until the property is sold. "[h is section includes a 

list of maintenance ,rnd repair activities, such as inside and outside 
painting, gutters, furnaces or hot water heaters. 1l1e bil ls would add 
installing, replacing or repai ring an alternative energy system to that 
li st. Thi s would he the case as long as th e system had a generating 
capacity of no more than 150 kilowatts, the annual energy output of 
which does not exceed the home's annual energy consumpti on. 

HB 4465 and SB 48 would eliminate the certification and 
resolution process that was once used to certify alternative energy 
personal property as eligible for an exemption . Instead, the personal 
property tax cxcrnption already in effect would apply to alternative 
energy. "This exemption would apply only if two conditions were 
met-the personal property had a generating capacity of no more 
than 150 kilowatts and was used solely to offset al.I or a portion of the 
commercial or industrial energy usage, and if instal.led after the bill's 
effective date, the personal property must have a true cash value of no 
more than $80,000. 

MTA will continue to update mem bers as these hills are 
considered in the H ouse and Senate. 
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A
s concerns over climate change grow, more homeowners and 
businesses alike are turning to alternative energy. Whether it's 
a rooftop solar panel or a wind turbine towering over a field, 

these environmentally friendly methods of producing energy are 
becoming more common. 

While alternative energy systems were previously offered tax 
exemptions, none are currently on the books. Two sets of bills in 
the House and Senate, however, would effectively exempt small 
alternative energy systems from taxes. 

House Bills 4069 and 4465, sponsored by Reps. Bronna Kahle 
(R-Clinton Twp.) and Youssef Rabhi (D-Ann Arbor), were 
introduced in the Housc, while Senate Bills 47 and 48, sponsored 
by Sen. Tom Barrett (R-Benton Twp.), were introduced in the 
Senate. Each set of bills would exempt alternative energy cguipmcnt 
(producing not more than 150 kilowatts) used residentially, 
commercially or industrially from taxes. While the bills could 
potentially reduce local revenue, MTA took a neutral position based 
on the negotiation of amendments on similar legislation last year 
that were incorporated in the hills. The legislation is a reintroduction 
of bills that received final passage last legislative session but were 
ultimately vetoed by former Gov. Rick Snyder. 

Alternative energy equipment, particularly solar panels, have been 
assessed and interpreted differently over time. From 2003 to 2013, 
solar panels could be exempt from property taxes under a specific 
provision classifying the property as "alternative energy personal 
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property." However, that exemption was not renewed. In June 2013, 
the State Tax Commission (STC) issued a memorandum classifying 
solar panels as industrial personal property, exempting them from 
the 6-mill state education tax and the 18-mill non-homestead levy 
earmarked for local schools. 

Then, with the passage of personal property tax reform in 
2014, solar panels could be tax-exempt under the small taxpayer 
exemption, as long as their true cash value was less than $80,000. 
Last year, in February 2018, the STC classified residential solar 
panels as residential property, to be assessed as a component of 
the real property, meaning the value of residential solar panel 
installation would be included in a home's assessed and taxable values. 
Homeowners who installed solar panels most likely faced higher 
property taxes beyond the taxable value cap. 

The House and Senate bills were introduced in an effort to 
encourage more people to install environmentally beneficial systems 
rather than make them more cost prohibitive. 

Both HB 4069 and SB 47 address residential property. Currently, 
the General Property Tax Act states that a home's true cash value 
can't increase based on expenditures for normal repairs, replacement 
and maintenance until the property is sold. This section includes a 
list of maintenance and repair activities, such as inside and outside 
painting, gutters, furnaces or hot water heaters. The bills would add 
installing, replacing or repairing an alternative energy system to that 
list. This would be the case as long as the system had a generating 
capacity of no more than 150 kilowatts, the annual energy output of 
which does not exceed the home's annual energy consumption. 

HB 4465 and SB 48 would eliminate the certification and 
resolution process that was once used to certify alternative energy 
personal property as eligible for an exemption. Instead, the personal 
property tax exemption already in effect would apply to alternative 
energy. This exemption would apply only if two conditions were 
met-the personal property had a generating capacity of no more 
than 150 kilowatts and was used solely to offset all or a portion of the 
commercial or industrial energy usage, and if installed after the bill's 
effective date, the personal property must have a true cash value of no 
more than $80,000. 

MTA will continue to update members as these bills are 
considered in the House and Senate. 
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Short Term Rentals, Long Term 

Consequences 

By Clifford H. Bloom, Esq. 

Bloom Sluggett Law PC 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

www.bsmlawpc.com 

You likely have been hearing quite a bit recently about short-term rentals in 

Michigan. What is a short-term rental and why does it matter? 

There is no specific legal definition of a short-term rental. However, for 

purposes of the controversy raging regarding short-term rentals throughout 

Michigan, a short-term rental ("STR") is typically an otherwise single-family 

dwelling, cottage, cabin or condominium unit that is rented to someone other 

than the owner of the dwelling. In most cases, an STR involves only one 

family or couple renting a dwelling unit at one time. Such renta ls can be for 

such disparate time periods as 30 days, two weeks, one week, a long four­

day weekend or even two days. The shorter the rental time period, the more 

objectionable is the STR to many neighbors and other property owners in the 

community. Long-term rentals of a dwelling to a single family or couple (for 

example, a year or longer) are normally not objectionable. 

Why do so many neighbors and community members often object to an 

STR? Typically, there are multiple reasons. First, the rental of a single-family 

dwelling to a family or couple for relatively short periods of time tends to 

have a commercia l "feel" to such rentals. Long-term rentals to a couple or 

single family for a particular dwelling tend to have more characteristics of an 

owner-occupied property. The second objection is what has sometimes been 

referred to as the "rental car syndrome." Just as many people tend to treat a 

rental car with much less caution and care than their own vehicle that may 

also be the case with regard to short-term tenants. Finally, there is a general 

perception that an STR lowers the property values for the neighborhood or 

community involved. 
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Interestingly enough, until fairly recently, there were few municipal 

ordinances in Michigan that either regulate or prohibited STRs. Given the 

increase in the number of dwellings that are being leased for STRs and the 

rising controversy, an increasing number of municipalities have recently 

begun adopting STR ordinance provisions. While some municipalities prohibit 

STRs altogether or put a "cap" on the number allowed in certain areas, most 

municipalities have chosen to simply regulate STRs by means of registration, 

general rules and regulations and building or health codes. Typically, where a 

municipal zoning ordinance does not expressly address STRs, they are 

considered lawful single-family residential uses, so long as a dwelling is 

rented to only one family or couple at a time. 

Given the increasing controversy regarding STRs, some rental and real estate 

groups have become alarmed at efforts by local municipalities to regulate or 

even ban STRs. Hence, legislation has been introduced in the Michigan 

Legislature to prohibit local municipalities from prohibiting or even 

significantly regulating STRs. As of the date that this article was written, the 

two bills involved are SB 329 and HB 4503. If enacted into law, such 

legislation would "preempt" or preclude local municipal prohibition and even 

significant regulation of STRs. 

Unfortunately, preemption by legislation (i.e., taking away local zoning and 

ordinance controls over certain matters) is on the increase. Special interest 

groups have been able to enact legislation in Michigan that severely limits, 

and in some cases actually prevents, the ability of local governments (i.e., 

cities, townships, villages and counties) to regulate uses such as mining, 

intensive farm livestock operations, landfills, foster care group homes, 

neighborhood daycare operations, oil and gas wells and pipelines and 

commercial water withdrawals for bottling. Such loss of local control should 

alarm all property owners and taxpayers. 

Why should any of this matter to riparian property owners? If legislation 

taking away local control of STRs is enacted into law, STRs could flourish in 

many lake neighborhoods. That could have a negative impact upon area 

property values, traffic, the intensity of use of waterfront dwellings and even 

noise levels. If you have any concerns about the proposed preemption 

legislation, you should contact your local Michigan senator or representative. 

Recent News 
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Mastodon Township 
General Operating Millage Ballot Language Resolution 

WHEREAS, townships may impose and levy ad valorem property taxes to finance lawful operating costs, as 
authorized by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and other laws; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Mastodon Township wishes to levy 1.5 mils to provide for Township 
operating costs; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of Mastodon Township, Iron County, 
approves the following millage ballot question language and directs the Clerk to submit it to be placed on the 
November 2, 2021 election ballot: 

"Shall the previously voted-upon increase in the tax limitation imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the 
Michigan Constitution in Mastodon Township of 1.5 mils ($1.50 per $1000 of taxable value), be renewed and 
levied for five (5) years, 2027 - 2031 inclusive, for the use of Mastodon Township's general operating costs 
and placed in a restricted General Fund? This levy would raise an estimated $151,807.00 in the first year the 
millage is levied (2027). This millage is a renewal of a tax levy which expires in 2026." 

Motion made by _______ _ Seconded by _______ _ 

Upon roll call vote the following voted: 

Aye: 

Nay: 

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted. 

Certificate 

I, Karen Mallon, the duly elected and acting Clerk of Mastodon Township, hereby certify that the foregoing 
resolution was adopted by the Mastodon Township Board by a roll call vote at a regular meeting of the Board 
held on April 14, 2026, at which meeting, a quorum was present; and that this resolution was ordered to take 
immediate effort. 

Karen Mallon, Clerk 
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Mastodon Township 
Road Millage Ballot Language Resolution 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Mastodon Township wishes to provide road improvements and 
maintenance service; and 

WHEREAS, townships may provide road improvements and maintenance services, as authorized by Public 
Act 51 of 1951 , MCL 247.670; and 

WHEREAS, townships may contact and cooperate with other entities to provide road improvements and 
maintenance services, as authorized by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and other laws; and 

WHEREAS, townships may impose and levy ad valorem property taxes to finance lawful public services, as 
authorized by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and other laws; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Mastodon Township wishes to levy 1.5 mils to provide for road 
improvements and maintenance services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of Mastodon Township, Iron County, 
approves the following millage ballot question language and directs the Clerk to submit it to be placed on the 
August 4, 2026 election ballot: 

"Shall the previously voted-upon increase in the tax limitation imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the 
Michigan Constitution in Mastodon Township of 1.5 mils ($1.50 per $1000 of taxable value), be renewed and 
levied for five (5) years, 2027 - 2031 inclusive, for the use of Mastodon Township's Road Improvement and 
Maintenance and placed in a restricted Road Fund? This levy would raise an estimated $151,807.00 in the 
first year the millage is levied (2027). This millage is a renewal of a tax levy which expires in 2026." 

Motion made by ____________ _ Seconded by ___________ _ 

Upon roll call vote the following voted: 

Aye: 

Nay: 

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted. 

Certificate 

I, Karen Mallon, the duly appointed and acting Clerk of Mastodon Township, hereby certify that the foregoing 
resolution was adopted by the Mastodon Township Board by a roll call vote at a regular meeting of the Board 
held on April 14, 2026, at which meeting, a quorum was present; and that this resolution was ordered to take 
immediate effort. 

Karen, Clerk 

Mastodon Township 
Road Millage Ballot Language Resolution 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Mastodon Township wishes to provide road improvements and 
maintenance service; and 

WHEREAS, townships may provide road improvements and maintenance services, as authorized by Public 
Act 51 of 1951 , MCL 247.670; and 

WHEREAS, townships may contact and cooperate with other entities to provide road improvements and 
maintenance services, as authorized by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and other laws; and 

WHEREAS, townships may impose and levy ad valorem property taxes to finance lawful public services, as 
authorized by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and other laws; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Mastodon Township wishes to levy 1.5 mils to provide for road 
improvements and maintenance services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of Mastodon Township, Iron County, 
approves the following millage ballot question language and directs the Clerk to submit it to be placed on the 
August 4, 2026 election ballot: 

"Shall the previously voted-upon increase in the tax limitation imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the 
Michigan Constitution in Mastodon Township of 1.5 mils ($1.50 per $1000 of taxable value), be renewed and 
levied for five (5) years, 2027 - 2031 inclusive, for the use of Mastodon Township's Road Improvement and 
Maintenance and placed in a restricted Road Fund? This levy would raise an estimated $151,807.00 in the 
first year the millage is levied (2027). This millage is a renewal of a tax levy which expires in 2026." 

Motion made by ____________ _ Seconded by ___________ _ 

Upon roll call vote the following voted: 

Aye: 

Nay: 

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted. 

Certificate 

I, Karen Mallon, the duly appointed and acting Clerk of Mastodon Township, hereby certify that the foregoing 
resolution was adopted by the Mastodon Township Board by a roll call vote at a regular meeting of the Board 
held on April 14, 2026, at which meeting, a quorum was present; and that this resolution was ordered to take 
immediate effort. 

Karen, Clerk 

Mastodon Township 
Road Millage Ballot Language Resolution 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Mastodon Township wishes to provide road improvements and 
maintenance service; and 

WHEREAS, townships may provide road improvements and maintenance services, as authorized by Public 
Act 5 1  of 1 95 1 ,  MCL 247.670; and 

WHEREAS, townships may contact and cooperate with other entities to provide road improvements and 
maintenance services, as authorized by the Michigan Constitution of 1 963 and other laws; and 

WHEREAS, townships may impose and levy ad valorem property taxes to finance lawful public services, as 
authorized by the Michigan Constitution of 1 963 and other laws; and 

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Mastodon Township wishes to levy 1 . 5 mils to provide for road 
improvements and maintenance services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Board of Mastodon Township, Iron County, 
approves the fol lowing millage ballot question language and directs the Clerk to submit it to be placed on the 
August 4, 2026 election bal lot: 

"Shal l the previously voted-upon increase in the tax l imitation imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the 
Michigan Constitution in Mastodon Township of 1 .5 mils ($ I .50 per $ 1 000 of taxable value), be renewed and 
levied for five (5) years, 2027 - 203 1 inclusive, for the use of Mastodon Township' s Road Improvement and 
Maintenance and placed in a restricted Road Fund? This  levy would raise an estimated $ 1 5 1 ,807.00 in the 
first year the mil lage is levied (2027). This mil lage is a renewal of a tax levy which expires in 2026." 

Motion made by _ 

Upon rol l  call vote the fol lowing voted: 

Aye: 

Nay : 

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted. 

Seconded by _ 

Certificate 

I, Karen Mal lon, the duly appointed and acting C lerk of Mastodon Township, hereby certify that the foregoing 
resolution was adopted by the Mastodon Township Board by a roll call vote at a regular meeting of the Board 
held on Apri l 1 4, 2026, at which meeting, a quorum was present; and that this resolution was ordered to take 
immediate effort. 

Karen, Clerk 



MASTODON TOWNSHIP 
TOWNSHIP LEGAL REPRESENTATION RESOLUTION 

The monthly meeting of the Mastodon Township Board, Iron County, Michigan, was held at 5:30 
p.m. on April 14, 2026, at the Township Hall in Mastodon Township. 

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

The following Resolution was offered to the Board by _____ and supported by ___ _ 

RESOLVED that for Township legal business or representation, Ryan Lynch to only complete 
current township lawsuits which are on file with Ryan Lynch AND Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes 
PLC_can be used on an "as needed" basis or any other legal representative as deemed proper and 
in the best interest of Mastodon Township. 

AVES: 

NAYS: 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Karen Mallon, Clerk of the Township of Mastodon, Iron County, Michigan, do hereby certify that 
the above is true and correct of that certain Resolution adopted by the Mastodon Township 
Board at the monthly meeting held at 5:30 p.m. on the 14th of April, 2026. 

Karen Mallon, Clerk 

MASTODON TOWNSHIP 
TOWNSHIP LEGAL REPRESENTATION RESOLUTION 

The monthly meeting of the Mastodon Township Board, Iron County, Michigan, was held at 5:30 
p.m. on April 14, 2026, at the Township Hall in Mastodon Township. 

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

The following Resolution was offered to the Board by _____ and supported by ___ _ 

RESOLVED that for Township legal business or representation, Ryan Lynch to only complete 
current township lawsuits which are on file with Ryan Lynch AND Fahey Schultz Burzych Rhodes 
PLC_can be used on an "as needed" basis or any other legal representative as deemed proper and 
in the best interest of Mastodon Township. 

AVES: 

NAYS: 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Karen Mallon, Clerk of the Township of Mastodon, Iron County, Michigan, do hereby certify that 
the above is true and correct of that certain Resolution adopted by the Mastodon Township 
Board at the monthly meeting held at 5:30 p.m. on the 14th of April, 2026. 

Karen Mallon, Clerk 

MASTODON TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP LEGAL REPRESENTATION RESOLUTION 

The monthly meeting of the Mastodon Township Board, I ron County, M ichigan, was held at 5:30 

p.m. on Apri l  14, 2026, at the Township Hall in Mastodon Township.  

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

The following Resolution was offered to the Board by and supported by _ 

RESOLVED that for Township legal business or representation, Ryan Lynch to only complete 

cu rrent township lawsuits which are on fi le with Ryan Lynch AN D Fahey Schu ltz Burzych Rhodes 

PLC_can be used on an "as needed" basis or any other legal representative as deemed proper and 

in the best interest of Mastodon Township.  

AYES: 

NAYS: 

CERTIFICATION 

I ,  Karen Mallon, Clerk of the Township of Mastodon, I ron County, M ichigan,  do hereby certify that 

the above is true and correct of that certa in  Resolution adopted by the Mastodon Townsh ip 

Board at  the monthly meeting held at  5 :30 p .m.  on the 14 of April, 2026. 

Karen Ma llon, Clerk 
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MASTODON TOWNSHIP 
SHORT TERM RENTAL ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NUMBER _____ _ 

MASTODON TOWNSHIP HEREBY ORDAINS: 

1) DEFINITIONS 

a) Caretaker -A caretaker is an individual, other than the license holder, who is 
responsible for the oversight and care of the short-term rental. 

b) License - A license is an annual short-term rental license duly issued by Mastodon 
Township. 

c) License Holder - The owner or authorized agent of the property, who applies for and 
receives a short-term rental license. 

d) Renter - As used in this Ordinance, a renter is an occupant or renter of a short-term 
rental pursuant to a rental agreement. The term "renter" as used herein does not include 
guests of the occupant or renter who are visiting between the hours of 7:00 am and 
11 :00 pm. 

e) Short-Term Rental - A short-term rental means a dwelling unit in which guests 
(transient) are provided lodging for a period less than 30 days in return for payment and 
which the dwelling is not occupied by the owner/caretaker in any way. 

f) Qualified Professional - means a person with experience and training with on-site 
sewage systems. The professional conducts field evaluations to determine soil types, 
ground water elevations, distances to surface waters and other site conditions that may 
affect the suitability for on-site sewage disposal. 

2) LIMITS 

The total number of short-term rental licenses available within Mastodon Township shall 
not be subject to a cap at this time. However, all license holders must remain in full 
compliance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations. The Mastodon Township 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to modify or establish licensing limits in the future 
based on their discretion and the evolving needs of the community. 

3) LICENSE REQUIRED 

An owner of any dwelling unit located anywhere within Mastodon Township shall not rent or 
allow to be rented , a dwelling unit or a portion thereof to another person for less than 30 

nights at a time, unless the owner or the owner's authorized agent has obtained a short-

MASTODON TOWNSHIP 
SHORT TERM RENTAL ORDINANCE 

ORD INANCE NUMBER _ 

MASTODON TOWNSH IP H EREBY ORDAINS: 

1 )  DEFINITIONS 

a) Caretaker - A caretaker is an individual, other than the license holder, who is 
responsible for the oversight and care of the short-term rental. 

b) License - A license is an annual short-term rental license duly issued by Mastodon 
Township. 

c) License Holder - The owner or authorized agent of the property, who applies for and 
receives a short-term rental license. . .  

d )  Renter - As used in this Ordinance, a renter is an  occupant or renter of a short-term 
rental pursuant to a rental agreement. The term "renter" as used herein does not include 
guests of the occupant or renter who are visiting between the hours of 7:00 am and 
1 1 :00 pm. 

e) Short-Term Rental - A short-termrental means a dwelling unit in which guests 
(transient) are provided lodging for a period less than 30 days in return for payment and 
which the dwelling is not occupied by the owner/caretaker in  any way. 

f) Qualified Professional - means apgrspn·with experience and tra in ing with on-site 
sewage systems. The professional conducts fie ld evaluations to determine soil types, 
ground water elevations, distances.to surface waters and other site conditions that may 
affect the suitability for on-site sewage disposal. 

2) LIM ITS 

The total number of short-term rental licenses available within Mastodon Township shall 
not be subject to a cap at this time. H owever, all license holders must remain in full 
compliance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations. The Mastodon Township 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to modify or establish licensing limits in  the future 
based on their discretion and the evolving needs of the community. 

3 ) LICENSE REQUIRED 

An owner of any dwelling unit located anywhere within Mastodon Township shall not rent or 
allow to be rented, a dwelling unit or a portion thereof to another person for less than 30 

nights at a time, unless the owner or the owner's authorized agent has obtained a short-
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term rental license for that dwelling unit in accordance with the requirements of this 
ordinance. A License issued by the Mastodon Township Zoning Administrator or other 
authorized personnel is required prior to the rental of any dwelling for a period of less than 
30 days. Provided, however, an accessory dwelling as defined in the Mastodon Township 
Zoning Ordinance shall not be eligible for a short-term rental license under this ordinance. 

a) A license shall expire on December 31 of the year in which it was issued, or upon a 
change of ownership in the year in which it was issued, whichever occurs sooner. 

b) A license is required for each dwelling to be rented on a short-term basis. 

c) A license will be issued within 30 days of receipt of a complete application . 

d) The license shall indicate the maximum number of guests that can be 
accommodated at the rental in accordance with the standards listed in this Ordinance. 

e) A license and license holder shall be subject to all of the standards and penalties of 
this Ordinance. 

f) Licenses will expire on December 31st of each calendar yea-r. Applicants may apply 
for a license anytime for a license effective in the same calendar year. Applicants may 
apply for a license beginning no sooner than Octob~r 1st for the upcoming calendar 
year. 

4) APPLICATION 

An application provided by Masto9on Township for a short-term rental license shall include 
the following at a minimum: 

a) Property owner name 

b) Address of short-term rental property 

c) Owner phone number 

d) Notarized signature(s) of property owner(s) and caretaker 

e) A floor plan indicating the location and number of bedrooms in the dwelling. 

f) Contact information including: name, address, and 24-hour contact phone number 
for the owner of the property and the caretaker who must be available at any time during 
the tenure of an active short-term rental. 

g) A site plan indicating location of and number of parking spaces in the driveway 
and/or garage, as well as all structures on the property. 

term rental license for that dwelling unit in accordance with the requirements of this 
ordinance. A License issued by the Mastodon Township Zoning Administrator or other 
authorized personnel is required prior to the rental of any dwelling for a period of less than 
30 days. Provided, however, an accessory dwelling as defined in the Mastodon Township 
Zoning Ordinance shall not be eligible for a short-term rental license under this ordinance. 

a) A license shall expire on December 31 of the year in which it was issued, or upon a 
change of ownership in the year in which it was issued, whichever occurs sooner. 

b) A license is required for each dwelling to be rented on a short-term basis. 

c) A license will be issued within 30 days of receipt of a complete application . 

d) The license shall indicate the maximum number of guests that can be 
accommodated at the rental in accordance with the standards listed in this Ordinance. 

e) A license and license holder shall be subject to all of the standards and penalties of 
this Ordinance. 

f) Licenses will expire on December 31st of each calendar yea-r. Applicants may apply 
for a license anytime for a license effective in the same calendar year. Applicants may 
apply for a license beginning no sooner than Octob~r 1st for the upcoming calendar 
year. 

4) APPLICATION 

An application provided by Masto9on Township for a short-term rental license shall include 
the following at a minimum: 

a) Property owner name 

b) Address of short-term rental property 

c) Owner phone number 

d) Notarized signature(s) of property owner(s) and caretaker 

e) A floor plan indicating the location and number of bedrooms in the dwelling. 

f) Contact information including: name, address, and 24-hour contact phone number 
for the owner of the property and the caretaker who must be available at any time during 
the tenure of an active short-term rental. 

g) A site plan indicating location of and number of parking spaces in the driveway 
and/or garage, as well as all structures on the property. 

term rental license for that dwelling un it in accordance with the requirements of this 
ordinance. A License issued by the Mastodon Township Zoning Administrator or other 
authorized personnel is required prior to the rental of any dwelling for a period of less than 
30 days. Provided, however, an accessory dwelling as defined in the Mastodon Township 
Zoning Ordinance shall not be eligible for a short-term rental license under this ordinance. 

a) A license shall expire on December 31 of the year in which it was issued, or upon a 
change of ownership in the year in which it was issued, whichever occurs sooner. 

b) A license is required for each dwelling to be rented on a short-term basis. 

c) A license will be issued with in 30 days of receipt of a complete application. 

d) The license shall indicate the maximum number of guests that can be 
accommodated at the rental in accordance with the standards liste@lin this Ordinance. 
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e) A license and license holder shall be subject to all ot±he standards and penalties of 
this Ordinance. 

f) Licenses will expire on December 31 st of each calendar year. Applicants may apply 
for a license anytime for a license effective in the same calendar year. Applicants may 
apply for a license beginn ing no sooner than October 1 st forthe upcoming calendar 
year. 

4) APPLICATION 

An application provided by:lastedon Township for a short-term rental license shall include 
the following at a min imum: 

a) Property owner name 

b) Address of short-term rental property 

c) Owner phone number 

d) Notarized signature(s) of property owner(s) and caretaker 

e) A floor plan indicating the location and number of bedrooms in the dwelling. 

f) Contact information including: name, address, and 24-hour contact phone number  
for the owner of  the property and the caretaker who must be available at any time during 
the tenure of an active short-term rental. 

g) A site plan indicating location of and number of parking spaces in the driveway 
and/or garage, as well as a ll structures on the property. 



h) Copy of the Well and septic inspection report (due once every three years)­
conducted by a qualified expert documenting the system is in good working order. If the 
structure is connected to a municipal wastewater system, the septic inspection is not 
necessary. The inspection report will also indicate the number of bedrooms that can be 
accommodated pursuant to the Iron County Health department regulations concerning 
tank sizes and bedrooms by the current septic system. This report will be good for three 
years or until such time that the system fails or there is a proposed change to the 
number of bedrooms. 

i) This information must be kept up to date in the records of Mastodon Township. 

j) It is the license holder's responsibility to inform Mastodon Township of any change 
in license or contact information for the license holder or caretaker. 

k) An application fee as established and set forth in the Mastodon Township fee 
schedule. This fee schedule shall also establish an "after the fact" fee that must be paid 
when an otherwise lawful short-term rental is operated but without first complying with 
the procedural requirements of this Ordinance. This "after-the-fact" fee is not intended 
to be a penalty but shall consist of the normal application fee plus "an amount equal to 
the legal and administrative costs incurred by the Township as the result of the 
applicant's failure to initially comply with the requirements of this Ordinance. 

5) STANDARDS 

a) Parking. No on-street parking of any motor vehicles or any trailered vehicles 
(including by way of example but not limited to boats, jet skis, trailers and snowmobiles) 
on any public or private roadways shall be permitted in association with a short-term 
rental. For purposes of this Ordinance, "roadway" includes the pavement, gravel road, 
shoulder, grass and full road easement or right-of-way. 

b) Trash . Refuse and recyclables shall be stored in appropriate containers with tight­
fitting lids and shall be regularly picked up by a licensed waste hauler weekly or taken to 
an appropriate disposal location. 

c) Capacity Limit. The maximum number of renters to be accommodated shall be 
equal to two (2) people per legally conforming bedroom or studio apartment, plus two 
(2) persons per dwelling age 15 and under, or as permitted by the Iron County 
Health Department or third party well and septic report, regarding tank sizes and 
bedrooms whichever is less. 

d) All applicable local, state and federal laws, rules, regulations and ordinances shall 
not be violated. 

h) Copy of the Well and septic inspection report (due once every th ree years)­
conducted by a qualified expert documenting the system is in good working order. If the 
structure is connected to a municipal wastewater system, the septic inspection is not 
necessary. The inspection report will also indicate the number of bedrooms that can be 
accommodated pursuant to the I ron County Health department regulations concerning 
tank sizes and bedrooms by the current septic system. This report will be good for three 
years or until such time that the system fails or there is a proposed change to the 
number of bedrooms. 

i) Th is information must be kept up to date in  the records of Mastodon Township. 

j ) It is the license holder's responsibility to inform Mastodon Teynship@t any change 
in license or contact information for the license holder or caretaker. 
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k) An application fee as established and set forth in the Mastodon Township fee 
schedule. This fee schedule shall also establish an "after the fact" fee that must be paid 
when an otherwise lawful short-term rental is operated but without first complying with 
the procedural requirements of this Ordinance. This "after-the-fact" fee is not intended 
to be a penalty but shall consist of the normal application fee plus an amount equal to 
the legal and administrative costs incurred by the Township as the result of the 
applicant's failure to in itially comply with the requ' nents@#this Ordinance. 

5) STANDARDS 
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a) Parking. No on-street parking of any motor vehicles or any trailered veh icles 
(including by way of example but not limited to boats, jet skis, trailers and snowmobiles) 
on any public or private roadways shall be perm itted in association with a short-term 
rental. For purposes of this Ordinance, "roadway" includes the pavement, gravel road, 
shoulder, grass and full road easement or right-of-way. 

b) Trash. Refuse and recyclables shall be stored in appropriate containers with tight­
fitting lids and shall be regularly picked up by a licensed waste hauler weekly or  taken to 
an appropriate disposal location.  

c) Capacity Limit. The maximum number of renters to be accommodated shall be 
equal to two (2) people per legally conforming bedroom or studio apartment, plus two 
(2) persons per dwelling age 1 5  and under, or as permitted by the I ron County 
Health Department or third party well and septic report, regarding tank  sizes and 
bedrooms whichever is less. 

d) All applicable local, state and federal laws, rules, regulations and ordi nances shall 
not be violated. 



6) SEPTIC AND WELL STATUS REPORT/ INSPECTION 

A well and septic inspection shall be conducted by a qualified expert documenting that the 
system is in good working order. The inspection will also indicate tank and drain field sizes. 
This inspection will be forwarded to the Iron County Health Department (ICHD) by the 
property owner with the required well and septic status report form for determination by 
ICHD regarding the number of bedrooms the system can accommodate. 

The completed well and septic status report form will then be filed with the application for 
the annual short term rental license and be valid until such time that the system fails or 
there is a proposed change to the number of bedrooms. 

a) If a septic system malfunction occurs, short-term rental of the property shall be 
immediately discontinued and the Township notified of the malfunction . The use of the 
property as a short-term rental shall not resume until the malfunction is corrected in 
accordance with Iron County Health Department requirements and verification provided 
to the Township of same. 

7) EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

The license holder or a caretaker representing the property owner must be available by 
telephone at all times and must be physically located within 30-minute travel distance of 
the property in the event of an emergency or an issue that requires immediate attention. 

8) REMEDY 

When notified of an issue of immediate concern, (such issues may include, but are not 
limited to, noise or quiet hour violations) the license holder or a caretaker shall resolve the 
issue immediately. Issues of a non-immediate concern (such issues may include, but are 
not limited to, failure to include the license number in advertisements or incorrect guest 
capacity included in advertisements) shall be satisfactorily addressed within five (5) days. 

9) LICENSE 

a) The unique short-term rental license number issued by Mastodon Townsh ip shall be 
included in any advertisement for the rental. 

b) The street address for the short-term rental shall be signed in accordance with the 
Iron County Street and Road Numbering Ordinance and clearly visible from the street. 

c) Quiet Hours. Short-term rentals shall observe quiet hours between 11 :00 pm and 
7:00 am. 

d) Pets. Pets shall be secured on the premises or on a leash at all times. 

6) SEPTIC AN D WELL STATUS REPORT/ INSPECTION 

A well and septic inspection shall be conducted by a qualified expert documenting that the 
system is in good worki ng order. The inspection will also indicate tank  and drain field sizes. 
This inspection will be forwarded to the Iron County Health Department (ICHD) by the 
property owner with the required well and septic status report form for determination by 
ICHD regarding the number of bedrooms the system can accommodate. 

The completed well and septic status report form will then be filed with the application for 
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the annual  short term rental license and be valid until such time t he system fails or 
there is a proposed change to the number of bed rooms. 

a) If a septic system malfunction occurs, short-term rental of tlgDroney shall be 
immediately discontinued and the Township notified of the malfunction. Tire.use of the 
property as a short-term rental shall not resume until the malfunction is corrected in 
accordance with Iron County Health Department requirements and verification provided 
to the Township of same. 

7) EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

The license holder or a caretaker representing the property owner must be avai lable by 
telephone at all times and must be physically located within30-minute travel distance of 
the property in the event of an emergency or an issue that requires immediate attention. 

8) REMEDY 

When notified of an issue of immediate concern, (such issues may include, but are not 
limited to, noise or quiet hour violations) the license holder or a caretaker shall resolve the 
issue immediately. Issues of a non-immediate concern (such issues may include, but are 
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not limited to, failure to include the lie@nse number in advertisements or incorrect guest 
capacity included in advertisements) shall be satisfactorily addressed within  five (5) days. 

9) LICENSE 

a) The unique short-term rental license number issued by Mastodon Township shall be 
included in any advertisement for the rental. 

b) The street add ress fo r the short-term rental shall be s igned in accordance with the 
I ron County Street and Road Numbering Ord inance and clearly vis ible from the street. 

c) Quiet Hours. Short-term rentals shall observe quiet hours between 1 1  :00 pm and 
7:00 am. 

d) Pets. Pets shall be secured on the premises or on a leash at all times. 



e) Campfires. Any campfires at a short-term rental property shall: 

i) Be contained within a fire ring or other comparable container 

ii) Be located no less than 1 O feet from any structure or any combustible material 
and be located away from overhanging tree branches. 

ii) Be under the direct supervision of an adult at all times. 

iii) Be fully extinguished prior to leaving the fire. 

10) APPLICABLE RULES 

The license holder or caretaker shall provide written notification to an occupant and/or a 
guest, of all of the rules and that an occupant may be cited for a violation of this ordinance. 

11) PENALTY 

a) Any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance shall be responsible for a 
municipal civil infraction as defined in Public Act 12 of 1994, amending Public Act 236 of 
1961 , being Sections 600.101-600.9939 of Michigan Compiled Laws, and shall be 
subject to a fine of not more than Five Hundred and 00/100 ($500.00) Dollars. Each day 
this Ordinance is violated shall be considered as a separate violation. 

b) Any person providing false or misleading information on the application for a short­
term rental license shall be deemed to be in violation of this ordinance and may be 
subject to the penalty provision in subsection a) above. 

c) In addition, any person who knowingly files a fraudulent, false or fictitious complaint 
about a short-term rental shall be deemed to be in violation of this ordinance and may 
be subject to the penalty provision in subsection a) above. 

12) ENFORCEMENTOFFICERS 

The Mastodon Township Enforcement Officer and other individuals appointed by the 
Mastodon Township Board are hereby designated as the authorized townshp officials to 
issue municipal civil infraction citations directing alleged violators of this Ordinance to 
appear in court. 

13) NUISANCE PER SE 

A violation of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a public nuisance or a nuisance per 
se and is declared to be offensive to the public health , safety and welfare. 

e) Campfires. Any campfires at a short-term rental property shall: 

i ) Be contained within a fire ring or other comparable container 

i i )  Be located no less than 10 feet from any structure or any combustible material 
and be located away from overhanging tree branches. 

ii) Be under the d i rect supervision of an adult at all times. 

i i i )  Be fully extinguished prior to leaving the fire. 

1 0) APPLICABLE RULES 

The license holder or caretaker shall provide written notification to anoccupatjtand/or a 
guest, of all of the rules and that an occupant may be cited for a violation of this ordinance. 

1 1 )  PENALTY 

a) Any person who violates any provision of this Ord inance shall be responsible for a 
munic ipal civil infraction  as def ined in Public Act 1 2  of 1 994, amending Public Act 236 of 
1 961 , be ing Sections 600. 1 01 -600.9939 of M ich igan Compi led Laws, and shall be 
subject to a fi ne of not more than Five Hundred and 00/1 00 ($500.00) Dollars. Each day 
this Ord inance is violated shall be considered as a separate violation .  

b )  Any person provid ing false or misleading information on the application for a short­
term rental license shall be deemed to be inviolation of this ordinance and may be 
subject to the penalty provision in subsection a) above. 

c) In addition,  any person who knowingly fi les a fraudulent, false or fictitious complaint 
about a short-term rental shall be deemed to be in violation of th is ordinance and may 
be subject to the penalty provision in subsection a) above. 

1 2) ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

The Mastodon Township Enforcement Officer and other individuals appointed by the 
Mastodon Township Board are hereby designated as the authorized townshp officials to 
issue mun icipa l civil infraction citations directing alleged violators of this Ordinance to 
appear in court. 

1 3) NU ISANCE PER SE 

A violation of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a public nuisance or a nuisance per 
se and is declared to be offensive to the public health, safety and welfare. 



14) INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

In addition to enforcing this Ordinance as a Civil Municipal Infraction, Mastodon Township 
may initiate proceedings in the Circuit Court to abate or eliminate the nuisance per se or 
any other violation of this Ordinance. 

15) VALIDITY 

If any section, provision or clause of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any remaining portions or 
application of this Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid portion or 
application . 

16) EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after being published in a newspaper 
of general circulation within the Township. 

THE ORDINANCE WAS DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Dated: _____ _ 

MASTODON TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 
Chad Skinner 

CLERK'S CERTIFICATE 

I, the undersigned, the Clerk of the Mastodon Township, Iron County, Michigan , do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain proceedings taken by the 
Mastodon Township Board of Trustees of said municipality at its regular meeting held on 
the _______ , that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting 
was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, 
Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
or have been made available as required by said Act. 

14) INJUNCTIVE RELI EF 

I n  addition to enforcing this Ordinance as a Civi l Municipal Infraction, Mastodon Township 
may initiate proceedings in the Circuit Court to abate or eliminate the nuisance per se or 
any other violation of this Ordinance. 

1 5) VALI D ITY 

If any section, provision or clause of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, such invalid ity shall not affect any remaining portions or 
application of this Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid portion or 
application. 

1 6) EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after being published in a newspaper 
of general  circulation within the Township. 

TH E ORDINANCE WAS DECLARED ADOPTS 
.2- -

Dated: � 

MASTODON TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 
Chad Skinner 

CLERK'SCERTIFICATE 

I ,  the undersigned, the Clerk of the Mastodon Township, I ron County, Michigan, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain proceedings taken by the 
Mastodon Township Board of Trustees of said municipality at its regular meeting held on 
the , that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting 
was given pursuant to and in  full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, 
Public Acts of Michigan, 1 976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
or have been made available as required by said Act. 



Dated : 5-30-25 

Karen Mallon 
Mastodon Township Clerk 

Publish Date: ________ _ 
Effective Date: __________ _ 

Published on ___ ___ in Iron County Report general circulation, Effective on 

Karen Mallon , Clerk 
Mastodon Township 

Dated : 5-30-25 

Karen Mallon 
Mastodon Township Clerk 

Publish Date: ________ _ 
Effective Date: __________ _ 

Published on ___ ___ in Iron County Report general circulation, Effective on 

Karen Mallon , Clerk 
Mastodon Township 

Dated: 5-30-25 

Karen Mallon 
Mastodon Township Clerk 

Publish Date: _ 
Effective Date: _ 

Published on in I ron County Report general circula�ffective on 

Karen Mallon, Clerk 
Mastodon Township 



.MEMORANDUM 
To: astodon Township Zoning Board of Appeals 
From: Stuart Creel, Zoning Administrator 
Date: March 27 2026 
Subject: Short-Term Rental (SIR) Use in Resort Residential Districts - Zoning Interpretation 
and Recommended Enforcement Direction 

Purpose 

This memo provides a zoning interpretation regarding short-term rental (STR) use within the 
Resort Residential (RR) zoning district and outlines recommended actions for ZBA direction. 
The goal is to ensure consistent enforcement of the zoning ordinance, preserve residential 
character, and establish a clear process for property owners seeking to continue STR operations. 

Background 

The Mastodon Township Zoning Ordinance regulates land use by district. Section 302 - Resort 
Residential District identifies the following Permitted Principal Uses: 

• Single-family dwelling 
• Home occupations 
• Public parks 
• Fishing and trapping 

Short-term rentals are not listed as a permitted principal use. 

Michigan zoning practice generally does not classify STRs as home occupations because they 
involve: 

• Advertising and commercial marketing 
• Guest turnover and lodging activity 
• Cleaning and maintenance services 
• Revenue-generating business operations 
• Impacts on traffic, noise, and neighborhood character 

These characteristics exceed the "incidental and subordinate" nature required for a home 
occupation. 

.MEMORANDUM 

To: Mastodon Township Zoning Board of Appeals 
From: Stuart Creel, Zoning Administrator 
Date: March 27 2026 
Subject: Short-Term Rental (STR) Use in Resort Residential Districts - Zoning Interpretation 
and Recommended Enforcement Direction 

Purpose 

This memo provides a zoning interpretation regarding short-term rental (STR) use within the 
Resort Residential (RR) zoning district and outlines recommended actions for ZBA direction. 
The goal is to ensure consistent enforcement of the zoning ordinance, preserve residential 
character, and establish a clear process for property owners seeking to continue STR operations. 

Background 

The Mastodon Township Zoning Ordinance regulates land use by district. Section 302 - Resort 
Residential District identifies the following Permitted Principal Uses:  

• Single-family dwelling 
• Home occupations 
• Public parks 
• Fishing and trapping 

Short-term rentals are not listed as a permitted principal use. 

Michigan zoning practice generally does not classify STRs as home occupations because they 
involve: 

• Advertising and commercial marketing 
• Guest turnover and lodging activity 
• Cleaning and maintenance services 
• Revenue-generating business operations 
• Impacts on traffic, noise, and neighborhood character 

These characteristics exceed the "incidental and subordinate" nature required for a home 
occupation. 



Zoning Interpretation 

Based on our ordinance language and prevailing Michigan zoning standards: 

1. STRs are not a permitted principal use in the Resort Residential district. 

They do not fall under any listed use category in Section 302(B). 

2. STRs do not qualify as home occupations. 

Their commercial nature and operational characteristics exceed the scope of Section 1800 (Home 
Occupations). 

3. STRs may only continue through a Special Use Permit (SUP). 

Under Section 1501 - Special Land Uses , the Township may authorize uses not permitted by 
right if they meet standards for: 

• Compatibility with surrounding uses 
• Public health, safety, and welfare 
• Traffic, noise, and environmental impacts 
• Site plan and operational conditions 

This provides a legally defensible pathway for STRs while preserving Township authority. 

Recommended Township Action 

A. Notify Existing STR Property Owners 

Send written notice to all known STR operators in the Resort Residential district stating: 

• STR use is not a permitted principal use under Section 302. 
• Continued STR operation without approval constitutes a zoning violation. 
• Property owners wishing to continue must apply for a Special Use Permit under Section 

1501. 
• Failure to apply will result in enforcement action. 

B. Require SUP Applications for STR Continuation 

Applications should include: 

• Site plan showing parking, access, and dwelling layout 
• Maximum occupancy and bedroom count 
• Septic capacity documentation 
• Emergency contact information 

Zoning Interpretation 

Based on our ordinance language and prevailing Michigan zoning standards : 

1 .  STRs are not a permitted principal use in the Resort Residential district. 

They do not fall under any listed use category in Section 302(B). 

2. STRs do not qualify as home occupations. 

Their commercial nature and operational characteristics exceed the scope of Section 1 800 (Home 
Occupations). 

3. STRs may only continue through a Special Use Permit (SUP). 

Under Section 1501 - Special Land Uses, the Township may authorize uses not permitted by 
right if they meet standards for: 

• Compatibility with surrounding uses 
• Public health, safety, and welfare 
• Traffic, noise, and environmental impacts 
• Site plan and operational conditions 

This provides a legally defensible pathway for STRs while preserving Township authority. 

Recommended Township Action 

A. Notify Existing STR Property Owners 

Send written notice to all known STR operators in the Resort Residential district stating: 

• STR use is not a permitted principal use under Section 302. 
• Continued STR operation without approval constitutes a zoning violation. 
• Property owners wishing to continue must apply for a Special Use Permit under Section 

1 50 1 .  
• Failure to apply will result in enforcement action. 

B. Require SUP Applications for STR Continuation 

Applications should include: 

• Site plan showing parking, access, and dwelling layout 
• Maximum occupancy and bedroom count 
• Septic capacity documentation 
• Emergency contact information 



• Noise, parking, and guest management plan 
• Proof of compliance with county and state health regulations 

These materials allow the Township to impose reasonable conditions to protect neighborhood 
character. 

C. Establish Standard STR Conditions 

Conditions may include: 

• Maximum occupancy limits 
• On-site parking requirements 
• Quiet hours 
• Prohibition on events or large gatherings 
• Local contact available 24/7 
• Septic system verification 
• Annual compliance review 

These conditions are common in Michigan communities and help ensure predictable, enforceable 
standards. 

Additional STR zoning ordinance considerations and permit applications are attached to 

this memo. 

• Noise, parking, and guest management plan 
• Proof of compliance with county and state health regulations 

These materials allow the Township to impose reasonable conditions to protect neighborhood 
character. 

C. Establish Standard STR Conditions 

Conditions may include: 

• Maximum occupancy limits 
• On-site parking requirements 
• Quiet hours 
• Prohibition on events or large gatherings 
• Local contact available 24/7 
• Septic system verification 
• Annual compliance review 

These conditions are common in Michigan communities and help ensure predictable, enforceable 
standards. 

Add itio nal STR zon ing ordinance considerations and permit applications are attached to 

this memo. 



With regards to our Resort Residential district, in Michigan, short-term rentals do not 

qualify as resorts under proposed state law. 

Short-Term Rentals vs. Resorts in Michigan 

• Short-Term Rental Definition: under proposed Michigan House Bill 5438 defines a 

short-term rental as the rental of a single-family residence, a dwelling unit in a one­

to-four-family house, or a unit in a condominium for up to 30 consecutive days. 

• Resort Exclusion: The same bill explicitly states that short-term rentals do not 

include hotels, motels, hotel condominiums, or homes/condos located within a 

resort that offers amenities such as golf, skiing, restaurants, or group meeting 

accommodations. 

• Tax and Regulation Differences: Resorts are subject to different regulatory and tax 

structures, including assessments for amenities and commercial operations. Short­

term rentals, if rented more than 15 days per year, may be subject to a 6% tax but 

are not classified as resorts. 

Zoning and Legal Interpretation 

• Michigan courts have generally held that short-term rentals violate residential use 

restrictions in communities with deed covenants, classifying them as commercial 

activity in some cases. 

• However, the Michigan Short-Term Rental Association argues that STRs should be 

considered residential use, not commercial, especially when operated without 

resort-style amenities. 

Zoning Ordinance Considerations 

In our proposed 2026 zoning ordinance under review, we should consider these: 

• Define STRs as a separate use category, not a home occupation. 
• Clarify allowable zones, permit requirements, and operational limits (e.g., occupancy, 

parking, quiet hours). 
• Reference Michigan case law and local precedents to support enforcement and avoid 

ambiguity. 

Section X: Short-Term Rental Use Classification 

Definition: 
A Short-Term Rental (STR) is the rental of a dwelling unit, or portion thereof, for a period of less 
than 30 consecutive days to transient guests for compensation. STRs may include single-family 

With rega rds to our Resort Res identia l d istrict, i n  M ichigan, short-term rentals do not 

qualify as resorts under proposed state law. 

Short-Term Rentals vs. Resorts in Michigan 

• Short-Term Rental Definition:  under proposed Mich igan House Bi ll 5438 defines a 

short-term rental as the rental of a si ngle-family residence, a dwelling un it in a one­

to-fou r-family house, or a unit in a condominiu m for u p  to 30 consecutive days. 

• Resort Exclusion:  The same bill explicitly states that short-term rentals do not 

include hotels, motels, hotel condominiums, or homes/condos located with in  a 

resort that offers a menities such as golf, sk i ing, resta u rants, or group meeting 

accommodations. 

• Tax and Regulation Differences: Resorts are subject to different regulatory and tax 

structures, includ ing assessments for a me nities and commercial operations. Short­

term rentals, if rented more than 1 5  days per year, may be subject to a 6% tax but 

are not class ified as resorts. 

Zoning and Legal Interpretation 

• Michigan courts have generally held that short-term rentals violate residential use 

restrictions in communities with deed covenants, classifying them as commercial 

activity in  some cases. 

• However, the Michigan Short-Term Rental Association  a rgues that STRs should be 

considered residential use, not com mercial, especia lly when operated without 

resort-style amenities. 

Zoning Ordinance Considerations 

In our proposed 2026 zoning ordinance under review, we should consider these: 

• Define STRs as a separate use category, not a home occupation. 
• Clarify allowable zones, permit requirements, and operational limits (e.g., occupancy, 

parking, quiet hours). 
• Reference Michigan case law and local precedents to support enforcement and avoid 

ambiguity. 

Section X: Short-Term Rental Use Classification 

Definition :  

A Short-Term Rental (STR) is the rental of a dwell ing unit, or portion thereof, for a period of less 
than 30 consecutive days to transient guests for compensation. STRs may include single-family 



homes, duplexes, or accessory dwelling units but shall not include hotels, motels, resorts, or bed­
and-breakfast establishments. 

Use Classification: 
Short-term rentals shall be classified as a transient lodging use, distinct from: 

• Home Occupations, which are incidental business activities conducted by a resident 
within their dwelling, subject to Section 302 of this ordinance. 

• Resorts, which are commercial properties offering amenities such as golf, skiing, 
restaurants, or group meeting accommodations. 

Permitting Requirements : 

• STRs shall require a Short-Term Rental Permit issued by the Township Zoning 
Administrator. 

• STRs shall comply with the following operational standards: 
o Maximum occupancy: [insert number based on septic capacity or fire code] 
o Off-street parking: Minimum [insert number] spaces per unit 
o Quiet hours: 10:00 PM to 7:00 AM 
o Fire safety: Smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, and emergency egress signage 

required 
o Sanitation: Proof of adequate waste disposal and septic capacity 
o Insurance: Proof of liability coverage 

Exclusions: 

• STRs shall not be considered a home occupation and may not operate under a home 
occupation permit. 

• STRs shall not be permitted in zoning districts where transient lodging is prohibited. 

Inspection and Enforcement: 

• STR properties are subject to annual inspection by the Township Building Official or 
designee. 

• Violations may result in fines, permit revocation, or civil infraction proceedings. 

homes, duplexes, or accessory dwelling units but shall not include hotels, motels, resorts, or bed­
and-breakfast establishments. 

Use Classification: 
Short-term rentals shall be classified as a transient lodging use, distinct from: 

• Home Occupations, which are incidental business activities conducted by a resident 
within their dwelling, subject to Section 302 of this ordinance. 

• Resorts, which are commercial properties offering amenities such as golf, skiing, 
restaurants, or group meeting accommodations. 

Permitting Requirements : 

• STRs shall require a Short-Term Rental Permit issued by the Township Zoning 
Administrator. 

• STRs shall comply with the following operational standards: 
o Maximum occupancy: [insert number based on septic capacity or fire code] 
o Off-street parking: Minimum [insert number] spaces per unit 
o Quiet hours: 10:00 PM to 7:00 AM 
o Fire safety: Smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, and emergency egress signage 

required 
o Sanitation: Proof of adequate waste disposal and septic capacity 
o Insurance: Proof of liability coverage 

Exclusions: 

• STRs shall not be considered a home occupation and may not operate under a home 
occupation permit. 

• STRs shall not be permitted in zoning districts where transient lodging is prohibited. 

Inspection and Enforcement: 

• STR properties are subject to annual inspection by the Township Building Official or 
designee. 

• Violations may result in fines, permit revocation, or civil infraction proceedings. 

homes, duplexes, or accessory dwelling units but shall not include hotels, motels, resorts, or bed­
and-breakfast establishments. 

Use Classification: 

Short-term rentals shall be classified as a transient lodging use, distinct from: 

• Home Occupations, which are incidental business activities conducted by a resident 
within their dwelling, subject to Section 302 of this ordinance. 

• Resorts, which are commercial properties offering amenities such as golf, skiing, 
restaurants, or group meeting accommodations. 

Permitting Requirements: 

• STRs shall require a Short-Term Rental Permit issued by the Township Zoning 
Administrator. 

• STRs shall comply with the following operational standards: 
o Maximum occupancy: [insert number based on septic capacity or fire code] 
o Off-street parking: Minimum [insert number] spaces per unit 
o Quiet hours: 1 0:00 PM to 7 :00 AM 
o Fire safety: Smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, and emergency egress signage 

required 
o Sanitation: Proof of adequate waste disposal and septic capacity 
o Insurance: Proof of liability coverage 

Exclusions: 

STRs shall not be considered a home occupation and may not operate under a home 
occupation permit. 

• STRs shall not be permitted in zoning districts where trans ient lodging is prohibited. 

Inspection and Enforcement: 

• STR properties are subject to annual inspection by the Township Building Official or 
designee. 

• Violations may result in fines, permit revocation, or civil infraction proceedings. 



Mastodon Township Short-Term Rental Permit Application 

Applicant Information 

• Full Name: ------ ----- --------
• Mailing Address: _______________ _ 
• Phone Number: -----------------
• Email Address: -----------------

Property Information 

• STR Address: ---- --- -----------
• Parcel ID: --------------------
• Zoning District: 0 R-1 □ R-2 0 AG □ C-1 □ Other: __ _ 
• Property Owner (if different): ___________ _ 

Rental Details 

• Type of Unit: D Single-Family D Duplex D Accessory Dwelling 
• Max Occupancy Requested: __ _ 
• Number of Bedrooms: ---
• Number of Off-Street Parking Spaces: __ _ 
• Rental Platform(s): □ Airbnb □ VRBO □ Direct □ Other: __ _ 

Required Attachments 
D Proof of ownership or lease agreement 
□ Site plan showing parking and dwelling layout 
D Septic system capacity documentation 
□ Proofof liability insurance 
D Fire safety plan (extinguishers, smoke/CO detectors, egress) 
□ Local contact person (within 30 miles): 
Name: _________ Phone: ______ _ 

Acknowledgments 
D I certify that the information provided is true and complete. 
D I agree to comply with all applicable Township ordinances. 
□ I understand that violations may result in permit revocation. 

Signature: ------------ Date: -----
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• Mailing Address: _______________ _ 
• Phone Number: -----------------
• Email Address: -----------------

Property Information 

• STR Address: ---- --- -----------
• Parcel ID: --------------------
• Zoning District: 0 R-1 □ R-2 0 AG □ C-1 □ Other: __ _ 
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□ Site plan showing parking and dwelling layout 
D Septic system capacity documentation 
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Mastodon Township Short-Term Rental Permit Application 

Applicant Information 

• Full Name: ------ ----- --------
• Mailing Address: _______________ _ 
• Phone Number: -----------------
• Email Address: -----------------

Property Information 

• STR Address: ---- --- -----------
• Parcel ID: --------------------
• Zoning District: 0 R-1 □ R-2 0 AG □ C-1 □ Other: __ _ 
• Property Owner (if different): ___________ _ 

Rental Details 

• Type of Unit: D Single-Family D Duplex D Accessory Dwelling 
• Max Occupancy Requested: __ _ 
• Number of Bedrooms: ---
• Number of Off-Street Parking Spaces: __ _ 
• Rental Platform(s): □ Airbnb □ VRBO □ Direct □ Other: __ _ 
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Mastodon Township Short-Term Rental Permit Application 

Applicant Information 

• Full Name: 
- -- - -- - ---- -- -- -- -

-

• Mailing Address: _ 
• Phone Number: 

-----------------

• Email Address: 
- --- --- -

------ ---

Property Information 

• SIR Address: 
--- ------------ - --

• Parcel ID: 
--- - - -- -------------

• Zoning District: □ R- 1 □ R-2 □ AG □ C-1 □ Other: � 
• Property Owner (if different): _ 

Rental Details 

• Type of Unit: □ Single-Family □ Duplex □ Accessory Dwelling 
• Max Occupancy Requested: _ 
• Number of Bedrooms: ---
• Number of Off-Street Parking Spaces: _ 

• Rental Platform(s) : □ Airbnb □ VRBO □ Direct □ Other: _ 

Required Attachments 

□ Proof of ownership or lease agreement 

□ Site plan showing parking and dwelling layout 

□ Septic system capacity documentation 

□ Proofof l iabil ity insurance 

□ Fire safety plan (extinguishers, smoke/CO detectors, egress) 

□ Local contact person (within 30 miles): 
Name: Phone: _ 

Acknowledgments 

□ I certify that the information provided is true and complete. 

□ I agree to comply with all applicable Township ordinances. 

D I  understand that violations may result in permit revocation. 

Signature: _ Date: 



Short-Term Rental Compliance Checklist 

Mastodon Township STR Compliance Checklist 
To be completed by applicant and verified by Township staff 

Requirement Description 
Applicant Verified by 

Initials Township 
Zoning 

STR is pennitted in zoning district □ □ Compliance 

Septic Capacity Supports proposed occupancy □ □ 

Parking Off-street parking meets minimum □ □ 

Fire Safety 
Smoke/CO detectors, extinguishers, 

□ □ egress 

Quiet Hours 10 PM - 7 AM enforced □ □ 

Trash 
Weekly pickup or secure disposal □ □ Management 

Local Contact Available 24/7 within 30 miles □ □ 

Insurance Proof of liability coverage □ □ 

Signage No commercial signage visible □ □ 

Rental Platforms 
Registered with platforms (if 

□ □ 
applicable) 

Short-Term Rental Compliance Checklist 

Mastodon Township STR Compliance Checklist 
To be completed by applicant and verified by Township stafI 

Requirement Description 
Applicant Verified by 

Initials Township 

Zoning 
STR is pennitted in zoning district D D Compliance 

Septic Capacity Supports proposed occupancy D D 

Parking Off-street parking meets minimum D D 

Fire Safety 
Smoke/CO detectors, extinguishers, 

D D egress 

Quiet Hours I O  PM - 7 AM enforced D D 

Trash 
Weekly pickup or secure disposal D D Management 

Local Contact Available 24/7 within 30 miles □ □ 

Insurance Proof of l iability coverage □ □ 

Signage No commercial signage visible □ □ 

Rental Platforms 
Registered with platforms (if 

□ □ 
applicable) 
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STR Property Inspection Form 

Mastodon Township - STR Annual Inspection Form 
To be completed by Building Official or designee 

Inspection Item Pass Fail Notes 

Address clearly visible from road □ □ 

Smoke detectors in all sleeping areas □ □ 

CO detectors on each floor □ □ 

Fire extinguisher (min. 1 per floor) □ □ 

Emergency egress from all bedrooms D □ 

Electrical panel accessible and labeled □ □ 

Heating system operational and safe □ □ 

Septic system appears functional □ □ 

Trash storage secure and animal-proof D D 

General cleanliness and safety □ □ 

Inspector Name: _ _______ _ 
Date of Inspection: ______ _ 
Signature: __________ _ 

STR Property Inspection Form 

Mastodon Township - STR Annual Inspection Form 
To be completed by Building Official or designee 

Inspection Item Pass Fail Notes 

Address clearly visible from road □ 

Smoke detectors in all sleeping areas □ 

CO detectors on each floor □ 

Fire extinguisher (min. 1 per floor) □ 

Emergency egress from all bedrooms □ 

Electrical panel accessible and labeled □ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Heating system operational and safe □ □ 

Septic system appears functional □ □ 

Trash storage secure and animal-proof □ □ 

General cleanliness and safety □ □ 

Inspector Name: _ 
Date of Inspection: _ 
Signature: � 



U.P.S.E.T. 
Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 

P.O Box 86 Marquette, MI 49855 

Mastodon Township Clerk 
1371 Hwy US 2 South 
Crystal Falls, MI 49920 

Dear Board Members, 

(906) 228-1002 Fax (906) 228-0756 

February 4, 2026 

The Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team (UPSET) is a multi-jurisdictional 
narcotics task force committed to the safety and well-being of the citizens in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. UPSET is seeking funding to assist with operating expenses 
which greatly enhance investigative efforts in your community. 

Established in 1988, UPSET started out as a small drug team which primarily arrested 
drug users and smaller dealers. Today, UPSET has become a driving force for narcotics 
education, awareness, and enforcement. UPSET consists of multiple federal , state, and 
local agencies and serves all 15 counties of the Upper Peninsula and by working together 
as one, the enforcement impact on a community is like no other. UPSET has the only 
clandestine methamphetamine lab team with specialized training in enforcement and 
education. This specialized training is essential to minimizing drugs that are distributed in 
communities that have limited police services. UPSET provides drug awareness in 
schools, to civic groups, law enforcement, fire departments, medical staff, and local 
businesses. 

Unfortunately, UPSET does not receive operating expenses from state government. 
UPSET is primarily funded by local municipalities, grants, and private donors. Due to 
economic difficulty, many of these resources have either significantly decreased or 
ceased their funding. Like many other organizations, UPSET continually seeks additional 
funding avenues to carry on our mission. 

The funding you provide can significantly assist UPSET to enhance our enforcement, 
awareness, and education services in your community. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Sincerely, 

D/Lt. Tim Sholander 
UPSET Commander 

U.P.S.E.T. 
Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 

P.O Box 86 Marquette, MI 49855 

Mastodon Township Clerk 
1371 Hwy US 2 South 
Crystal Falls, MI 49920 

Dear Board Members, 

(906) 228-1002 Fax (906) 228-0756 

February 4, 2026 

The Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team (UPSET) is a multi-jurisdictional 
narcotics task force committed to the safety and well-being of the citizens in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. UPSET is seeking funding to assist with operating expenses 
which greatly enhance investigative efforts in your community. 

Established in 1988, UPSET started out as a small drug team which primarily arrested 
drug users and smaller dealers. Today, UPSET has become a driving force for narcotics 
education, awareness, and enforcement. UPSET consists of multiple federal , state, and 
local agencies and serves all 15 counties of the Upper Peninsula and by working together 
as one, the enforcement impact on a community is like no other. UPSET has the only 
clandestine methamphetamine lab team with specialized training in enforcement and 
education. This specialized training is essential to minimizing drugs that are distributed in 
communities that have limited police services. UPSET provides drug awareness in 
schools, to civic groups, law enforcement, fire departments, medical staff, and local 
businesses. 

Unfortunately, UPSET does not receive operating expenses from state government. 
UPSET is primarily funded by local municipalities, grants, and private donors. Due to 
economic difficulty, many of these resources have either significantly decreased or 
ceased their funding. Like many other organizations, UPSET continually seeks additional 
funding avenues to carry on our mission. 

The funding you provide can significantly assist UPSET to enhance our enforcement, 
awareness, and education services in your community. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Sincerely, 

D/Lt. Tim Sholander 
UPSET Commander 

U.P.S.E.T. 
Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 

P.O Box 86 Marquette, MI 49855 

Mastodon Township Clerk 
1371 Hwy US 2 South 
Crystal Falls, MI 49920 

Dear Board Members, 

(906) 228-1002 Fax (906) 228-0756 

February 4, 2026 

The Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team (UPSET) is a multi-jurisdictional 
narcotics task force committed to the safety and well-being of the citizens in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. UPSET is seeking funding to assist with operating expenses 
which greatly enhance investigative efforts in your community. 

Established in 1988, UPSET started out as a small drug team which primarily arrested 
drug users and smaller dealers. Today, UPSET has become a driving force for narcotics 
education, awareness, and enforcement. UPSET consists of multiple federal , state, and 
local agencies and serves all 15 counties of the Upper Peninsula and by working together 
as one, the enforcement impact on a community is like no other. UPSET has the only 
clandestine methamphetamine lab team with specialized training in enforcement and 
education. This specialized training is essential to minimizing drugs that are distributed in 
communities that have limited police services. UPSET provides drug awareness in 
schools, to civic groups, law enforcement, fire departments, medical staff, and local 
businesses. 

Unfortunately, UPSET does not receive operating expenses from state government. 
UPSET is primarily funded by local municipalities, grants, and private donors. Due to 
economic difficulty, many of these resources have either significantly decreased or 
ceased their funding. Like many other organizations, UPSET continually seeks additional 
funding avenues to carry on our mission. 

The funding you provide can significantly assist UPSET to enhance our enforcement, 
awareness, and education services in your community. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Sincerely, 

D/Lt. Tim Sholander 
UPSET Commander 

PENIN SULA SUBST, 
«FoscwNr i} U.P.S .E.T. 

Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 

P.O Box 86 Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228- 1 002 Fax (906) 228-0756 

Mastodon Township Clerk 
1 37 1  Hwy US 2 South 
Crystal Falls, MI 49920 

Dear Board Members, 

February 4, 2026 

The Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team (UPSET) is a multi-jurisdictional 
narcotics task force committed to the safety and well-being of the citizens in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. UPSET is seeking funding to assist with operating expenses 
which greatly enhance investigative efforts in your community. 

Established in 1 988 ,  UPSET started out as a small drug team which primarily arrested 
drug users and smaller dealers. Today, UPSET has become a driving force for narcotics 
education, awareness, and enforcement. UPSET consists of multiple federal, state, and 
local agencies and serves all 1 5  counties of the Upper Peninsula and by working together 
as one, the enforcement impact on a community is like no other. UPSET has the only 
clandestine methamphetamine lab team with specialized training in enforcement and 
education. This specialized training is essential to minimizing drugs that are distributed in 
communities that have limited police services. UPSET provides drug awareness in 
schools, to civic groups, law enforcement, fire departments, medical staff, and local 
businesses. 

Unfortunately, UPSET does not receive operating expenses from state government. 
UPSET is primarily funded by local municipalities, grants, and private donors. Due to 
economic difficulty, many of these resources have either significantly decreased or 
ceased their funding. Like many other organizations, UPSET continually seeks additional 
funding avenues to carry on our mission. 

The funding you provide can significantly assist UPSET to enhance our enforcement, 
awareness, and education services in your community. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Sincerely, 

D/Lt. Tim Sholander 
UPSET Commander 



U.P.S.E.T. 
Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 

P.O Box 86 Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-1002 Fax (906) 228-0756 

AGREEMENT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 

This agreement was made and entered into on the date set forth below and 
between the Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team, hereinafter known as 
UPSET, its Board of Directors, and Hll.Sio.l) 01\/ Township, hereinafter known as 
Township, located in the County of ;J:' ,te..o ,J , State of Michigan by and 
through the Township officials. 

WHEREAS the Township is desirous of contracting with UPSET for the 
performance of narcotics law enforcement functions within the Township and, 

WHERAS UPSET is agreeable to provide such services within the Township on 
the following terms and conditions: 

1. UPSET agrees to provide enforcement of narcotics and/or controlled 
substance laws and the prevention and detection of related criminal 
activities, solution of crimes concerning these laws, and in apprehension 
of criminal suspects within the Township, including all Township owned 
properties and privately-owned properties within the Township. 

2. UPSET agrees that such investigations shall be provided in a workmanlike 
and reasonable nature with similar professionalism to that now provided 
by UPSET. 

3. UPSET agrees to provide drug awareness presentations as requested by 
the Township. 

4. UPSET agrees that it should provide services for consideration as set forth 
in this contract. 

5. In consideration for the above services, the Township agrees to pay 
UPSET the sum of$ ___ ____ upon execution of this Agreement. 

6. It is understood by the parties that the law enforcement officers shall be 
under the direct and sole control of UPSET and shall be responsible only 
to UPSET. 

UPSET - - --------- Township 

Title: Title: UPSET Commander -------------

Signature: __________ _ Signature: _ _____ ____ _ 

Date: Date: ----- -------- ---- - --------

U.P.S.E.T. 
Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 

P.O Box 86 Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-1002 Fax (906) 228-0756 

AGREEMENT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 

This agreement was made and entered into on the date set forth below and 
between the Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team, hereinafter known as 
UPSET, its Board of Directors, and Hll.Sio.l) 01\/ Township, hereinafter known as 
Township, located in the County of ;J:' ,te..o ,J , State of Michigan by and 
through the Township officials. 

WHEREAS the Township is desirous of contracting with UPSET for the 
performance of narcotics law enforcement functions within the Township and, 

WHERAS UPSET is agreeable to provide such services within the Township on 
the following terms and conditions: 

1. UPSET agrees to provide enforcement of narcotics and/or controlled 
substance laws and the prevention and detection of related criminal 
activities, solution of crimes concerning these laws, and in apprehension 
of criminal suspects within the Township, including all Township owned 
properties and privately-owned properties within the Township. 

2. UPSET agrees that such investigations shall be provided in a workmanlike 
and reasonable nature with similar professionalism to that now provided 
by UPSET. 

3. UPSET agrees to provide drug awareness presentations as requested by 
the Township. 

4. UPSET agrees that it should provide services for consideration as set forth 
in this contract. 

5. In consideration for the above services, the Township agrees to pay 
UPSET the sum of$ ___ ____ upon execution of this Agreement. 

6. It is understood by the parties that the law enforcement officers shall be 
under the direct and sole control of UPSET and shall be responsible only 
to UPSET. 

UPSET - - --------- Township 

Title: Title: UPSET Commander -------------

Signature: __________ _ Signature: _ _____ ____ _ 

Date: Date: ----- -------- ---- - --------

U.P.S.E.T. 
Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 

P.O Box 86 Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-1002 Fax (906) 228-0756 

AGREEMENT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 

This agreement was made and entered into on the date set forth below and 
between the Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team, hereinafter known as 
UPSET, its Board of Directors, and Hll.Sio.l) 01\/ Township, hereinafter known as 
Township, located in the County of ;J:' ,te..o ,J , State of Michigan by and 
through the Township officials. 

WHEREAS the Township is desirous of contracting with UPSET for the 
performance of narcotics law enforcement functions within the Township and, 

WHERAS UPSET is agreeable to provide such services within the Township on 
the following terms and conditions: 

1. UPSET agrees to provide enforcement of narcotics and/or controlled 
substance laws and the prevention and detection of related criminal 
activities, solution of crimes concerning these laws, and in apprehension 
of criminal suspects within the Township, including all Township owned 
properties and privately-owned properties within the Township. 

2. UPSET agrees that such investigations shall be provided in a workmanlike 
and reasonable nature with similar professionalism to that now provided 
by UPSET. 

3. UPSET agrees to provide drug awareness presentations as requested by 
the Township. 

4. UPSET agrees that it should provide services for consideration as set forth 
in this contract. 

5. In consideration for the above services, the Township agrees to pay 
UPSET the sum of$ ___ ____ upon execution of this Agreement. 

6. It is understood by the parties that the law enforcement officers shall be 
under the direct and sole control of UPSET and shall be responsible only 
to UPSET. 

UPSET - - --------- Township 

Title: Title: UPSET Commander -------------

Signature: __________ _ Signature: _ _____ ____ _ 

Date: Date: ----- -------- ---- - --------

U.P.S.E.T. 

Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 
P.O Box 86 Marquette, MI 49855  

(906) 228- 1 002 Fax (906) 228-0756 

AGREEMENT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 

This agreement was made and entered into on the date set forth below and 
between the Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team, hereinafter known as 
UPSET, its Board of Directors, and 1MStwD or/ Township, hereinafter known as 
Township, located in the County of 7rec J , State of Michigan by and 
through the Township officials. 

WHEREAS the Township is desirous of contracting with UPSET for the 
performance of narcotics law enforcement functions within the Township and, 

WHERAS UPSET is agreeable to provide such services within the Township on 
the following terms and conditions : 

1 .  UPSET agrees to provide enforcement of narcotics and/or controlled 
substance laws and the prevention and detection of related criminal 
activities, solution of crimes concerning these laws, and in apprehension 
of criminal suspects within the Township, including all Township owned 
properties and privately-owned properties within the Township. 

2 .  UPSET agrees that such investigations shall be provided in a workmanlike 
and reasonable nature with similar professionalism to that now provided 
by UPSET. 

3 .  UPSET agrees to provide drug awareness presentations as  requested by 
the Township. 

4. UPSET agrees that it should provide services for consideration as set forth 
in this contract. 

5 .  In consideration for the above services, the Township agrees to pay 
UPSET the sum of $ upon execution of this Agreement. 

6. It is understood by the parties that the law enforcement officers shall be 
under the direct and sole control of UPSET and shall be responsible only 
to UPSET. 

� Township 

Title: 

UPSET 

Title: UPSET Commander 
-

Signature : 
-

Date: 
� 

Signature: � 

Date: 
a 
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